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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Joax T. WHITE, of Ar-

lington, 1n the county of Middlesex and State

of Massachusetts, have invented a new and

- usetful Improveme.nt 1n Key-Fasteners, of which

the following is a speelﬁcatlon

My invention relates to a key-fastening de-
vice arranged in connection or in combina-
tion with the usual key-hole guard, by which

1t will be impossible for a person who is on the

side of the door opposite that in which the
key 1s inserted to turn the key in the lock by
the aid of nippers or any other implement.

My invention consists in combining with a
key-hole guard-plate vertical guides on each
side of the hole, and a cam-shaped lever piv-
oted to the lower end, by which construction
the slotted sliding clamp when in 1ts position
below the key, will be prevented owlng to its
gravity, from acecidentally engaging with the
key; and further consists in providing the
sliding clamp with a slot on one end, of such
size as will embrace the notches on the stem
of key, and with a slot on the. other end, of
such size as will allow the stem of the key to
turn, but will prevent the key irom accident
ally falling out.

Figure 1 in the drawing is an elevation of

- a mortise-lock with key-hole guard embody-

ing my improvement, showing the key fast-
ened. Fig. 2 1s a view of the key-hole guard,
showing the guides and cam of my fasfener.
Kig. 31s a view of the sliding clamp which
secures the key. Ifig. 4 1s aview of a sliding
clamp with both ends slotted.

A i1s the plate constituting the usual key-
hole guard. b are vertical guides, one on each
side of the key-hole. ¢ is the shdmﬂ' clamp,
which moves in the guides, and has in the up-
per end a slot, d, with parallel sides, and of

size just large enough to let the key enter the
key-hole. f1is a cam-shaped lever, pivoted on
the lower part of the plate and below the slid-
ing clamp. The stem or shank of the key is
provided with flattened sides or notches, sothat
when the key is turned in the lock to shoot
the bolf, the said notches will be found in po-
sition to allow the clamp to slide up and. em-
orace them, which movement it will be caused
tomakeby turning thecam. Whilethenotehes
on the stem of the key are thus embraced or
clamped, the key-hole is also covered, and all
attempts to pick the lock or turn or pu&h out
the key would be fufile.

The other end of the clamp ¢ mmr also be |
provided with a slot, e, as shown in Flg 4,large
enough to allow the stem of the key to wholly
turn. By removing the key the sliding clamp
may be l'eversed, and the key again inserted
and thecamturnedup. Thusarranged, thekey
may be turned at pleasure, but cannot fall out.

1 claim— |

1. The key-fastener consisting of a vertical
guide attached to the plate on each side of
the key-hole, and the upward-sliding clamp e,

provided on its upper end with a slot, as de- |

scribed, and the cam-shaped lever f, pwoted
on the Iower part of the plate, as shown and
described.

- 2. In a detachable sliding clamping-plate of
a key-fastener, providing one end with a slot,

, to embrace the notches on key-stem to fasten

the key, and providing the other end with a
slot, e, to allow key to turn, but prevent it
from falling out, as set forth.

JOHN T. WHITE,

Witnesses:
JOSEPH B. BRAMAN,
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