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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN E. WAKEFIELD,
of Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Improvement in Folding
Rocking-Chairs, of which the following is a
specification: - |

I make use of a seat-frame which is pivoted
at its rear ends to the back-frame of the chair,
and receives a flexible seat between its front

rall and the back, and this seat-frame is con-

nected by links to the upper portions of the
front legs, somewhat similar to the devices
shown in my Patent No. 180,292. In this
patent the seat-frame rests upon a cross-rail
between the front legs, and there is a stop
on }the seat-frame to come into contact there-
with.

In my present invention the links that eon-
nect the seat-frame and front legs swing down
against a cross-rail or stop, so that the seat-
frame is supported only by the links, and the
parts are positioned so as to strain the seat,
and also prevent the chair folding or the parts
changing position accidentally while the chair
1s In use; and I combine, with the parts made
as atoresaid, rockers and supplemental back
legs, that allow of the said improvement be-
Ing used in a rocking-chair, and provide for

- the chair being folded into a small compass

for transportation.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a section of
the chair as in position for use, and Fig. 2 is
an elevation with the parts folded for trans-
portation.

The back-frame is composed of the side
pleces ¢ and cross-pieces b, and the front legs
¢ are pivoted at d to the back. The seat-frame
e 1s made with the cross-bar 7 for the flexible
seat, and 1t is hinged at & to the back legs a,
and there are links I, pivoted at their lower
ends 1 to the frame ¢, and at their upper ends
2 to the legs-¢. These parts are somewhat
similar to those in the aforesaid patent; but
the links [ stop against the rail or stops n in-
stead of the frame e¢ coming against a stop.
The upper pivots 2 of the links [ are prefer-
ably above the flexible seat m, and the posi-
tion of the stops n is such that when the chair
18 unfolded for use the lower ends 1 of the
links swing.past a straight line from d, pass-

ing through 2, so that the front legs cannot |
be moved toward the back legs until the joints |

| 1 have been pressed downwardly, and the

flexible seat still further stretched by the tog-
gle action of the links [ and upper parts of
the legs ¢, pressing down the seat-frame e;
hence the tension of the seat prevents the
chair folding, and gives rigidity to the chair
by drawing the links / against the stops =.

When the chair is to be folded the back
legs are pressed toward the front legs, and
in so doing the seat is slightly stretched as
the parts assume the position shown by dot-
ted lines in Fig.1, and the further movement
folds the parts into the position shown in
IFig. 2, By this construction the chair can-
not be folded without increasing the tension
on the flexible seat; hence the chair is not lia-
ble to fold accidentally when lifted.

This chair might be used without rockers.
I have, however, shown the rockers ¢ hinged
to the front legs, and the supplemental back
legs w hinged at their upper ends to the bot-
tom parts of the chair-back frame, and at the
lower ends to the rockers, so that the rockers
will fold up behind the back-frame, as seen in
Fig. 2.

In Letters Patent No. 179,982, granted to
me, a folding chair is shown with the links at
the sides of the seat-frame, in contact with
stops when the chair is open; but the lower
ends of the links are slotted, and hence they
do not sustain the seat-frame, nor form a
joint.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a folding chair containing the back
legs a, front legs ¢, jointed at d, and seat-
frame ¢, jointed at h, the links I, jointed at
their upper ends to the legs ¢, and at their
lower ends to the seat-frame e, and the stops
# upon the legs ¢ behind the links [/, for the
purposes and substantially as set forth.

2. A seat or seat-frame attached at & to the
back, the links { connecting the seat-frame to
the front legs and the flexible seat, in combi-
nation with the rockers ¢ and supplemental
back legs u, substantially as set forth.

Signed by me this 10th day of July, A. D.
1877.

JOHN E. WAKEFIELD.

Witnesses:
O. S. GORDON,
A. B. DUNBAR.
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