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' LUCIUS WHEELER BEECHER; OF WESTVILLE, CONNECTICUT.

" 'IMPROVEMENT IN FRUIT-BASKETS.

Specification forming part of L'ett:eljs Patent No. 200,79 S6, dated February 26,1878 ; application filed
o January -17, 1878,

To all whom tt may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, L. W. BEECHER, of
Westville, county of New Haven, and State
oif Connecticut, have invented a new and nse-
ful Improvement in’ Fruit-Baskets; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention consists, mainly, first, in the
combination, with the main side pieces of a
square berry-basket, of certain auxiliary cor-
ner-pieces; second, in the combination, with
the main pieces of the basket, formed of thin
material, of certain auxiliary pieces formed
of thick material, the construction being such
that thin and cheap material is principally
employed to inclose the basket-space, and the
heavier material, in less quantity, principally
to furnish the requisite strength.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a sec-
tional elevation of the main parts A A. of the
basket in their proper relative positions;
Fig. 2, a plan view of the same; Fig. 3, a
gide elevation of the basket complete, and
Fig. 4a plan view of the same.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my improved fruit-basket, I will now

- proceed to describe fully its construction and

manner of operation.

A A represent the main parts of the basket,
consisting simply of two wide strips of ve-
neer, properly scored and bent, which are
crossed at right angles, as shown.

In the ordinary square basket thus comn-
structed, these strips are wide enough to
meet at the corners and form a right angle.
In myimproved basket, however, these strips,
it will be observed, are made narrower, for the
purpose of leaving an intermediate space at
each corner, about an inch in width, between
the adjacent edges, as shown.

B B represent auxiliary corner-pieces, con-
sisting of narrow strips of veneer, properly
scored and bent, which are crossed at righ
angles, and applied to the main pieces’ in
such manner as to fill the corner spaces, as
shown. :

Tacks or other suitable means are employed
to fasten the bottom pieces strongly together.

hoop, by means of which and proper fasten-
ings the ends of the side and corner pieces
are properly secured in place.

By means of the construction described, it
will be observed that a basket is obtained
which 1s square in its general outline, and yet
18 without an acute angle at its corners.

The main pieces A are preferably made of
thin, cheap material, and the auxiliary corner-
pieces B of heavier material, the former serv-
ing principally to inclose the basket-space,
and the latter principally to furnish the requi-
site strength to resist vertical strain.

Some of the advantages of the described
construction are as follows: By means of the
square outline the baskets are adapted to be
packed, when filled with fruit, with great econ-
omy of space. By means of the rounded
corners, the acute angle incidental to the or-
dmary square basket is dispensed with, and
hence the entire basket-space may be properly
filled with fruit when the basket is first
packed, so that no opportunity will be af
torded for settlement into unfilled corners by
the jar of transportation. By means of the
rounded corners, also, proper spaces are left
between the baskets for ventilation when the
same are packed in the crate. By means of
the auxiliary corner-pieces additional spaces
for ventilation, also, are formed in each indi-
vidual basket. By means of the rounded
corners, also, the securing-hoops are applied
without danger of breaking them at the
angles, as often occurs in the ordinary square
basket. By means of this special construe-
tion, also, the appearance of the basket, and
also the fruit which it contains, is much im-
proved. In short, this new basket combines
in itself the advantages of both the square
and the round basket.

By the use of two different thicknesses or
qualities of material for the main and auxil-
lary parts, the requisite strength is obtained,
with an important saving in the cost of the
material. If desired, instead of forming the
thin portion of the basket of two wide strips,
as described, a proper number of narrow strips
may be employed.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by

C represents an inner hoop, and D an outer | Letters Patent, is—




1. The basket -deseribed, having the main
side pieces A A placed at right angles to each .

other, 'with an intermediate space between
their bottom portions at each corner, and the
auxiliary corner-pieces D, adapted to fill the

intermediatespace, the construction being such .

that the basket has an outline which is quad-
rangul

which are rounded, substantially as set forth.

2. In a basket composed of the main and
auxiliary corner-pieces, substantially as de-
scribed, the auxiliary pieces B, of thicker ma-
terial, as and for the purpose set forth.

ar, with the exception of the corners,
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3. The described basket, consisting of the
main pieces A, of thin material, and auxil-
iary corner-pieces, of heavier material, and se-
curing-hoops C D, combined and arranged as
and for the purpose described.

This specification signed and witnessed this

9th day of January, 1878.
' 1. W. BEECHER.

Witnesses:
H. A. BARNES,

J. . BENTON.
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