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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, CHARLES BRUNNER,
of Peru, and HIRAM REYNOLDS, of La Salle,
in the county of La Salle and State of I1linois,
have invented an Improved Barb for Fence.
Wires, of which the following is a specifica-
tion: |

The object of our invention is to improve
the manner of constructing and applying
barbs to fence-wires. ' |

1t consists in forming sheet-metal barbed
washers, and combining them with pointed
wire staples and fence-wires, to form and fix
barbs having three or more points, as herein-
atter fully set forth. S |

Iigure 1 of our drawing is a perspective
view, showing a plain cireular sheet-metal
plate and washer, «, having a central open-
Ing, b. Iig. 2 is a washer of corresponding
form, having a barb-point, ¢, formed integral
therewith. Fig. 3 is a washer of correspond-
ing form, having two barb-points, ¢ ¢, formed
~Integral therewith and projecting in opposite
directions. Any number of barb-points ¢ may
be thus formed on the washers ¢ by means of
dies, or in any suitable way that they can be
cut from sheet metal. The central openings b
can be cut at the same time and with the same
dies, and preferably of oblong form. Fig. 4is
a perspective view of a pointed wire staple of
common form, such as we combine with our
sheet-metal washers to form fence-barbs. Iig.
5 1s a perspective view, illustrating the con-
struction and application of complete barbs.

No. 1 is a two-pointed barb, formed by com-
bining a plain washer, ¢ b, with the pointed

- Staple d and a fence-wire, g, by simply pass- |

ing the staple over the tence-wire, and its
pointed ends through the opening b of the
washer, and then spreading and bending out-
ward at right angles the pointed ends of the
wire staple by means of a hammer, or in any

other suitable way that will draw and clamp

and fix the staple and its washer rigidly to
the fence-wire.
No. 2 is a three-pointed barb, formed and

fixed on the fence-wire ¢ in the same manner,

by using a washer having asingle barb-point, e.
No. 3 is a four-pointed barb, constructed
and applied in the same manner, by using a
washer having two barb-points, ¢’e. - |
A series of barbs, each having a series of
sharp points to repel animals and restrain
them, can be thus readily and advantageously
formed and fixed on single fence-wires, or wire
cables composed of two or more strands, by
means of common tools and unskilled labor.
We are aware that slotted pieces of sheet
metal have been used in combination with
pointed wire staples to form barbs; but we
claim that our manner of forming barbed
washers and combining them with wire staples
on fence-wires is a novel and .valuable im-
provement in the art of making barbed fences.
We claim as our invention— =
The barbed washers a b ¢, in combination
with the staples d and a fence-wire, substan-
tially as and for the purposes shown and de-

scribed.
CHARLES BRUNNER.
HIRAM REYNOLDS.
Witnesses: - |

R. D. McDONALD,
S. ROSENHAUPT.
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