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will be more fully described hereinafter.
- The accompanying drawings represent our

~invention. = | inclined slightly inward, and is perforated all
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To all whom it MaY CONCern:

Be it known that we, MICHAEL M. HERS-
MAN and Gro. HERSMAN, of Hersman, in the
county of Brown and State of Illinois, have

~invented certain new and wuseful Improve-
- ments in Metallic Burial Cases, Caskets, and
- Coffins; and we do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others skilled

- in the art to which it pertains to make and

use it, reference being had to the acecompany-

- ing drawings, which form part of this specifi-

*

- cation. -- | |

~Our invention relates to an improvementin

- metallic burial cases, caskets, and coffins;

~ and it consists in the arrangement and combi-
nation of parts, whereby the coffin or casket is
made sufficiently strong to bear up against the |
pressure of earth upon it, is hermetically
-sealed, and is braced and strengthened upon
- the inside, means being adapted for sewing

the lining of the coffin or casket in place, as

« represents the body of the coffin, which is

; ‘made of sheet metal of any suitable kind, and
~which has a V-shaped groove, ¢, made around
1its top edge for the purpose of receiving the

lower edges of the top b. In this groove ¢
will be placed cement, rubber, or any suitable

- substance which will form an air-tight joinf |
‘all -around... The top b is" also made of sheet

metal, and is made elliptical or half-round in

~ cross-section, so as to enable i1t to bear up
- against the weight of earth upon it, and thus

prevent it from being crushed in upon the
body. Through this lid, over the upper end

~ of the body, is made an opening, which is cov-
~ered over by a pane of glass, d, for the pur-
pose of allowing the body to be seen after the
lid has been fastened down. Upon the top of
the lid are made ways or guides ¢, upon which

the cover g slides, for the purpose of moving

- up over the glass, and thus preventing it from
- being broken. As this cover slides freelyback
- and forth, the glass can be exposed to view or
- covered up whenever desired. .

To the inside of the coffin, above the lower

-

| any suitable kind, in which is to be placed any
chemicals which will generate carbonic-acid
or sulphurous-acid gas, for the purpose of ab-
sorbing all the oxygen of the body, and thus
preventing it from decaying. o

 The groove ¢ around the inside edge of the
casket is formed by a plate, 4, which is secured
to the inside of the coffin around the edge, like
a lining, and this plate ¢ is then braced and
supported in position by the V-shaped braces
[, which are soldered vertically to the inside
of the body. This groove ¢ may also beformed
by bending over the top edges, as shown,
and then making a series of holes through it,
so that the lining may be attached directly to
it without the intervention of an intermediate
plate for this purpose. These braces serve to
brace and strengthen the sides of the cotfin,

support the plate ¢ in position, and, having a

sharp point, s, upon their upper ends, serve also
asa means of fastening the lining of the coffin
in position. Secured to the inside of the plate

| 4, by means of solder or in any other suitable

manner, is a plate, o, which has its upper edge

along its upper edge, so that the lining ot the
coffin may be secured directly to it. If so de-
sired, the edge of the plate ¢ may be perfo-
rated in this manner, and the lining sewed di-
rectly to it, instead of the addition of another
plate, as already described. '
A coffin, casket, or case co
described will be found to be very light, cheap,
and durable, and being provided with a gas-
generator inside for the purpose of preventing
‘the decay of the body, bodies buried in one
of these caskets will be preserved for an indefi-
nite length of time. - S
- The handles for the purpose of carrying this®
coffin will be attached to the wooden case in
which this casket is to be inclosed before be-
ing lowered into the grave. e -
We are aware that it is not new to make a
coffin of sheet metal, and that it 18 not new to
form the groove around the top edge ot the
coffin to receive the cement by securing an
‘additional piece to the inside of the coffin.
Our invention consists in making this groove
receive the cement, and at the same time form

o “ends of the body, is secured a receptacle, i, of | a support for the lining.

nstructed as above
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Having thus described our invention, we | sides, which edge is also furnished with a se-

clmm—- ries of holes for the attachment of the hnmg,
1. The lid b, prowded_ with the ways or | substantially as shown.
- guides ¢ and slide-lid g, 1or the purpose of pro- In testimony that we claim the fmegom o
tecting the glass d, substantially as shown. we hzwe hereunto set our hands and seals.
2. The V-shaped br&ces ,having asharppoint
-~ at their upper end for the ‘purpose of support- gﬁ%%é%LH%Rgﬁg%MAN & 2 :
- ing the lining of the coffin in position, substan- | - S
tmlly as specified. . WVltnesses
3. In a burial case or coffin, the groove c, JAMES K, HA_RPER,

formed by turning over the top edge of the VVILLIAM R. ANGEL.
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