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- To coZZ whom it may CONCETN :

Be it known that I, MIGHAEL D. NELON of

I the city of Omclnuutl in the State of O]:uo

have invented cer tsuu new and useful Im

- provements in Draft Attachments for Vehloles,
~ of which the following is a specification :

This invention relates to that class of druft

~attachments having a spring so oonneotedl

; ~ with the whiffletree as to bring the weight of
- the load, in starting, gradually upon the draft-
o aulmuls and consists in the combination of

- an opeu -sided box or holder, in which the .

whiffletree is pivoted by a bolt a Spring,

- guide rods and supports therefor, SO arranged

as to be usod with either a doublo or Smﬂlo

| tree and with or without a tongue.

Tn the accompanying dmwmgs, Figure 1 is

- aperspective view of an evener, and of a por-
~ tion of a vehicle-tongue p1ov1ded with my in-

vention. Iig.2is a central vertical 10ug1tud1 |

- nal section of the same; and Tig. 3 is a top

view of the evener 11older and 1ts attendant

rods, the front edge of the said holder being

brokeu away to show the form of the ouds of

~ the holder.

The tongue of the vehicle is 111choutod by
the letter T, both ends of the tongue being

‘broken off, and only that portion thereof bemg
shown Whlc]l is necessary to the illustration

of my invention. That end of the tongue
which 1s connected with the vehicle would be
on the right hand in the drawing if the tonguo
were fully drawn. |

$ 1s the evener, to each. eucl of whwh one of

the whiffletrees O C’ is attached in suitable

manner. The evener-holder B consists of a
frame, b2 1° ¢ ¢, of which top #? and bottom b3

consist of bro-td flat sheets of metal, preferably

octagonal or oval, and the ends e ¢ are thick

from top tobottom at their middle,and rounded

off at each side. The object in thus shaping
the ends is this: The ends must be thick at
the center, so as to respectively afford a proper

* hold for the rods 7 and ', and are rounded
- 50.as to prevent the evener :trom being injured

by meeting a sharp corner when one of the
draft-animals starts in. advance of the other,
and draws his end of the evener ahead.

the vertloal oeuter of both oomudlzog a,ud a
bolt, H, passed through both, as shown in Fig.
1. This bolt secures the evener to the holder,

1 and also affords the ends of the latter opp01—

tunity to oscillate a convenient distance to
accommodate the uneven draft of the team.

- The rod », one end of which is attached, as
aforesaid, to end ¢, slides in the d1rootlon of
the tong uo in a transverse support or uprlght
D, prefol ably provided with braces F, all at-

‘tached. to a bottom plate, b. A sprmg 8, of

the proper strength to grea,tlv resist a suddou
startof the team—in otherwords, of the proper
elasticity to uooompllsh the obj ect of 1ts em-
ployment, as stated in the nature of inven-

tion—encircles the rod », the latter being of
‘sufficient size to prevent the spring from buck-
_lmg or catching in its own coils. |

An arch, %, is attached to the rear side of the
support D aud to secure additional strength
for itself, and tho support D is also attached

to the bottom O0. This arch % overarches the

spring s and rod 7, and projects far enough
rearward to prevent the end ¢ of the holder
from crushing the spring if, by any means,
the holder should be drawn thus far forwurd |
before the load is started. -
‘The bottom plato is secured to the tongue
by any - suitable means. Here the plate is

provided with bolt-holes & /. Bolts passed
through  these holes and screwed into the |

| tonguo secure the bottom b and its aooompun1~.

ments firmly in position. |
-The rod 7/, fixed, as ufolosuld in the other -

_eud e, of the holdor projects rea,rwa,rd and
slides through a support D/, braced by rear-

wardly-projecting ﬂaugos F" ‘both the latter
and the support D being ﬁrmljr attached to-

- bottom, b!, which latter is secured to the

tongune 1u substoutla,lly the same manner as
bottom b. The bottoms b and b' are prefer-

ably long enough to touch, and each overlaps
the other by a half-lap, as shown at ¢, thereby
presenting a smooth. and contmuous surface
to the tongue, and to the. bottom, which is
preferably so placed as to rest on and slide
on the bottoms, although the holder would be
| operative 1f supportod and guided. by the rods

“The evener 18 plaoed_ within tho holder, only.
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:What 1 claim-as new, end dee]re to secure mth arch % and bottom b, and support D/,

by Letters Patent, is— . . provided with bottom b!, e]l substantially as
1. The arrangement of the holder B rods | and for the purposes set forth.

r v/, supports D D/, and spring s, substantlelly "MICHAEL D. NELON.
as and for the pmposes set forth. Attest:

2. The combination of holder B, provided | 0. WALTON, Jr.
Wlth rods 7 7/, sprmg s, supports D, provided _WM HUBBELL %E‘ISHER
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