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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, A1.0ONZO CURRIER
FRENCH, of Cincinnati, in the county of Ham-
ilton and State of Oh10 have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Port-
able Folding Shelves; and I do hereby de-
clare that the follomng 18 a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which wﬂl en&ble
others skilled in the &rt to which 1t apper-

belng had tothe accompanying dI‘ELWIIlgS and
- to letters ot reference marked thereon, which
f01m a part of this specification.

-In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective.
Fig. 2 1s a side elevation, and Fig. 3 a verti-
cal section from front to back.

The nature of my invention relates to a se-
ries of shelves so connected together that the
entire structure can be folded closely together
or hung against the wall, or it may stand on
a horizontal plane, as 000&31011 may require.

1t consists, in the main, of two or more
shelves pwoted to a back piece, and having
the front parts of said shelves connected, also
by pivots, to suitable connecting-posts, so that
all the shelves will fold or unfold simulta-
neously.

Among the advantages I claim for this in-
vention may be mentioned the great conven-

ience in folding the shelves quickly and com-

pactly for purposes of shipping or moving and
storing the same; also,in the saving of lum-
ber, as will be readjly perceived from the
dra,wmg, as all essential parts are straight

~cuts, and mostly of such sizes and shapes as to

enable the manufacturer to utilize the waste
from the factory. |

In construction my invention is as follows:
A A are shelves, consisting of rectangular
boards; B, the back which continues down-

o ward i m the 1orm. of corner -posts b b, connected

|

- oted at their two rear corners to the posts b b,

by pieces b' b'; but these parts may all be

| made of one board if desired. C C are the

- front con.nectmn*-posts The shelves are piv-

and at the two front corners to the posts C O

l

by means of screws a &’. The washer D, of
any suitable material, 1s inserted between the
ends of the shelves a,nd the posts b and C, in
order to make a more complete joint, &nd to
prevent defacing the parts which act against
each other, the screws a passing directly
through the center of washer D.

At E is a slotted brace, the slot at the lower
end making a short turn. One of the pivot-
screws, @, passes through the upper end of the
brace, while a second scr ew, a/, passes through
the slot of the brace. This brace, when pushed
down in the lock at &/, holds the shelves un-
folded, so that the structure will stand firmly,
while at the same time it acts as a suspender
when the structure is hung on nails or screws
against the wall, for which purpose the two
holes b* are provided.

A similar brace is also to be placed at the
other end, opposite to the one shown in the
drawing.

Other suspension-braces may be used, such
as chains, straps, or cords. In that case the
chain is started and fastened permanently at
a point, as at «, then at y, where it is made
det&ch&ble zmd ending at z, where 1t 18 again

-. permanently fastened. In this way a double

brace is secured by means of a pliable object,
as a chain or cord.

The operation of iny improvement is ob-
vious from the foregoing desecription.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18—

A series of shelves, A A, pivoted at the
rear to the back B b ', and connected in front
to the posts C €, combined with the slotted
braces E L, or their equivalent, in the manner
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

ALONZO CURRIER FRENCH.

Witnesses:

T. VAN KANNEL,
L. PREIN.
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