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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM G. WHITMAN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN FRUIT-JAR COVERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 198,439, dated December 18, 1877 ; application filed
September 3, 1877.

To all whom it may concern :

of the city of Chicago, Cook county, State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Fruit-Jar Covers, of which the
following is a full description, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing, in which—

Kigure 1 is a side elevation; Fig. 2, a top
view ; Fig. 3, a vertical section at line x z of
Fig. 2; Fig. 4, afront view of the jar with the
cover and wire removed. Fig. 5 is a modifi-
cation. ' _

This inventionrelates to so-called ¢ self-seal-
ing” jars or cans; and the object is to provide
a cover with devices, connected thereto, so

constructed and arranged that by their use

air can be effectually excluded from the con-
tents of the jar; and it consists in providing
the upper end of the jar or can with a wire, se-
cured thereto in an inclined position, and: in
providing the cover with a wire secured there-
to, and so bent and formed that the ends can

be hinged to the wire of the neck of the jar, |

and combined with a notched lever, substan-
tially as hereinafter specified.

In the drawings, ¢ represents the upper end
or throat of a bottle, A. bisadiagonal groove
In @. ¢ 18 arecess in theneck «. d isa wire
firmly secured in the groove b. This can be
conveniently done by bending out the ends of
the wire a little and using a tie-wire, e. f is
the cover of the jar. As represented, its edge
is provided with a flange extending over the
top of the jar. ¢ is a wire, bent into the form
- 8hown in the drawings. Itis permanently se-
cured to the cover /. This can be done by
soldering it thereto, or by soldering a strap to
the cover and over the wires. The two ends
of this wire g are bent, so as to form eyes h R/,
to receive the wire d, by means of which eyes
. the cover is hinged to the wire d. {isalever,
pivoted to the bent wire ¢ at 5. The lower
~end of this lever is provided with a notch, %,
adapted to engage with the wire d. [is arub-
ber band upon the top of the jar.

The jar can be provided with two recesses
to receive the eyes & A/, , '-

The cover can be applied to the jar by pass-

/

lever forward and down, the end being

| iIng the wire d through the eyes % 4/, and then
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securing the wire 4 in its place in the groove
b. The cover f will then be hinged to the wire
d, and can be raised up for the purpose of fill-
ing the jar., When filled the lever is to be
brought down, being then about in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1, until the noteh % therein
engages with the wired. Then, by pulling the
prac-
tically pivoted upon the wire d, the cover can
be very tightly closed down upon the rubber
band, effectually excluding the air from the jar
or bottle. Of course, the parts are to be prop- -
erly adjusted, so that the desired object will
be accomplished.

Instead of providing the neck of the jar
with a groove, a diagonal projection might be
placed therein, as represented at m in Fig. 5.

This cover can be applied to glass bottles
or jars, or bottles and jars made of other ma-
terial than glass.

It is not absolutely essential that the cover
be permanently connected to the wire ¢, though
that 1s the best construction. |

I am aware that bottle-stoppers have been
used hinged to the bottle and provided with a,
lever; but such stoppers have been hinged
upon two pivots, one upon each side of the
bottle.

My cover is hinged directly to the wire d,
near the top of the jar or bottle, and some of
the parts used in bottle-stoppers are dispensed
with.

It is important that the cover be hinged to
the jar very near the top. It is also impor-
tant that the loop n be somewhat long ; there-
fore the wire d is placed in an inclined posi-*
tion. I use a steel spring-wire for g.

The recess ¢ is for the purpose of permitting
the lower end of the lever to pass down over
the wire d, which wire d passes directly over

the recess, and is not bent at this point, as

would be necessary if the recess were not pro-
vided.

When applied to glass jars, it is necessary
that the wire d extend clear around the neck,
as there 18 no convenient way of fastening the
same thereto except by means of a groove or
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projections. The cover could be applied to
a tin can involving the same principle with-
out carrying the wire d entirely around the
same.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is as follows:

1. The combination of the inclined wire b
with cap f and a suitable fastening device,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The jar or bottle A, having an inclined

groove or flange in its collar, in combination

with the wire b, cap f, wire g, and locking-le-
ver ¢, substantially as described.

3. The combination of the wire g, having

the loop or bend », with the lever 4, fulcrumed
on said loop, and provided with notch £, for
engaging with b, substantially as speciﬁeci.

WM. G. WHITMAN.

Witnesses:
E. A. WEST,
0. W. BOND.
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