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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, DARIUS GOFF and DA-
RIUS L. GOFF, both of Pawtucket, in the county
of Providence and State of Rhode Island, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Clasps for Braid-Packages; and we do
hereby declare that the following specification,
taken in connection with the drawings fur-
nished and forming a part of the same, is a
clear, true, and complete description thereof.

Braid-packages, as heretofore formed, have

generally been termed ‘“sticks,” and they are |

made up of a continuous length of the flat
worsted, cotton, or silk braid, folded or doubled
in uniform lengths upon itself, and secured by
having a considerable portion thereof wrapped

around the stick or bunch. This necessarily |
involves a comparatively bulky package, and |

one which, in the hands of the retailer, is open

to serious objections, in that when a customer

desires to matech a certain color with braid the
latter is pulled, more or less, from several of
the sticks before the accurate match is ob-
tained, and, as a consequence, the retailer's
stock is soon a mass of roughly-broken pack-
ages, which are bulky and inconvenient to han-
dle, and unattractive to the consumer.

In the hands of the domestic consumer small
quantities of braid less than a stick are some-
times desired, and the remainder is usually
hastily rolled into a wad, or left loose at the
ends, resulting in absolute waste thereof, or in
1ts assuming a stretched or rumpled condition,

- ‘which renders it difficult, if not impossible,

to use.

The object of our invention is to render the
packages less bulky than heretofore, to enable
the customer, when sampling, to run off the
desired length for matching without breaking
the package, and the retailer to readily replace
the end as originally arranged, and to enable
the consumer to maintain the last braid in the
package in as good condition as that first taken
therefrom. |

To these ends our invention consists, mainly,
in the combination, with any desired length
of braid, coiled or wound eccentrically, of a
metallic clasp which engages with the central

| contact with both sides of the coil of braid and

L,

its periphery. Said metallic clasp affords a
lateral support to the coil, and serves as a
peripherical guide for evenly rewinding the
loose end of braid after it has been run off for

‘matching or other purposes, and it also affords

side surfaces, with which the thumb and finger

‘may engage for holding the package while the

free end of braid is being drawn off, the inner
ends of the clasp then serving as pivots on
which the coil revolves; and, further, our in-
vention consists in the combination of a cen-
tral wooden or other suitable core for support-
ing the braid and a metallic clasp, which en-
gages with the central core and the sides and
periphery of the coil of braid, and affords a lat-
eral support for the coil.

Lo more particularly deseribe our invention,

| ' we will refer to the accompanying drawings,

in which—

Figure 1 represents, in perspective, a braid-
package complete embodying all the features
of ourinvention. Fig. 2 represents,in perspec-
tive, a central core. Fig. 3 represents,in per-
spective, our clasp. Fig. 4 represents, in per-
spective, a braid-package embodying only the -
main feature of our invention.

A denotes the central core, which is prefera-
bly composed of wood, with a plain periphery
and a central opening. As in the case of
spools, the heads of the core are or may be
provided with a printed label, or embossed or
printed direct with a suitable inscription. B
denotes the braid, in any desired length, eccen-
trically wound or coiled truly and solidly on
the core. The length of the core should cor-
respond with the width of the braid. C de-
notes the clasp. It is preferably composed of
hard wire, in the form of a loop, with straight
parallel sides and a rectangular straight outer
end, as at a, for engaging with the periphery
of the package. At its inner end each side is

| bent inward to form fingers, as at b. The

braid having been wound, the clasp is spread
apart and placed in position, as shown in Fig.
1, with its fingers piercing the label, if one be
used,and entering.theaxial opening in the core.

It will be seen that by throwing the clasp

portion of the coil, and extends therefrom in | backward a sufficient len gth of the braid can
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be released for sampling and matching, atter
which, by moving the clasp forward, the end
may be readily secured. The packages are
much more compact, and the braid, under all
circumstances preceding itsactual use, ismain-
tained in @ much better condition than when
in the stick-packages, as heretofore.

In Fig. 4 the package is shown to have no
central core. Although a core is preferable in
most cases, valuable results will be attained
if the Dbraid be solidly wound upon a small
square arbor, which, when the braid is removed
therefrom, will afford a central opening for the
reception of the fingers of the clasp.

We are aware that prior to our invention
woven tapes and stay-bindings, and such other
narrow fabrics, have been put up in coils, and
secured by a clip composed of an elastic band,
as shown and described in the United States
Letters Patent of M. B. Westhead, dated Octo-
ber 3,1865, and that a sliding clip has hereto-
fore i)een used for embracing several of the
outer layers of such fabrics, as described in
Letters Patent of said Westhead, dated July
28, 1868, reissued October 26, 1369.

We are also aware that it has heretofore been
proposed to employ, in connection with flanged
spools, various devices for controlling the loose
end of a narrow fabric wound on such spools,
several forms of which are shown and described
in the English provisional specification of
Masters, No. 496, of A. D. 136J.

Our clasp differs from any heretofore known
to us in that it serves as a rigid side guide
near the periphery of the coil for readily and
evenly rewinding the loose end of braid, 18
sufficiently rigid to afford side surfaces by
which the package may be held between thumb
and finger while rewinding a loose end, and

also sufficiently rigid to maintain the coil of
braid against lateral displacement under ordi-
nary circumstances, whichis a matter of special
consequence in braid-packages in view of the
fact that braid cannot practically be wound as
solidly as tapes, stay-bindings, and such other
woven fabrics, on account of its elasticity, and
because if it be wound under heavy tension its
normal width will be materially reduced. The
radial elasticity of coiled braid is such that,
even in small packages, if the metallic clasp
be properly proportioned to the -coil, the outer
end of the clasp will continue in contact with
the periphery after several layers have been
unwound, and a single unwound layer 18 usu-
ally sufficient for sampling or matching. The
clasp being laterally rigid, it will also maintain
a partial coil of braid in its coiled condition.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with a coiled length of
braid, of a metallic clasp which 18 pivotally
secured at or near the center of the coil, and
extends in contact with the braid on each side
and across the periphery of the coil, substan-
Eaély as described, and for the purposes specl-

ed.

9. The combination, with a central core, of
a metallic clasp, arranged to engage with the
sides and periphery of a coil of narrow fabrie,
and pivoted to the central core, substantially
as described.

DARIUS GOFY.
DARIUS L. GOFF.

Witnesses:
Wu. C. WooD,
ANNIE LUTHER.
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