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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES G. MUNROE,
~of Wytheville, in the county of Wythe and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Trace-Fasteners;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of the end of a trace

having my improved fastener, and Fig. 2 is a |

longitudinal section of the same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures.

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices which are used for connecting the traces
to-the single-trees of buggies and carriages;
and it consists in the construction and ar-
rangement of parts, which I shall now pro-

ceed more fully to describe w¥ith reference to |

the drawing hereto annexed, in which—

A 1s the body of my improved fastener,
which consists of a plate of cast, wrought, or
stamped metal, having a recess, b, on one side,
for the insertion of the trace B, which is se-

cured byrivets &/ «’. At the end opposite to

recess O plate A has a narrow vertical slot, a,
in which is pivoted the latech C’, having its
fulerum at c.

d is the hole or cockeye for the insertion of |

the ends or buttons of the whiffletree, oppo-
site to and corresponding with which lateh C/
has a curved slot, e. C is the head of the
lateh, which is provided with a lug, j, project-
ing out from the recess a in plate A, so that
the latch may be raised out of its locked po-

| sition by taking hold of this lug. kisaspring

secured 1u the slotted plate A, and projecting
| forward down into the slot, so as to-bear against
the upper edge of latch C/, which is prevented
| from being forced too far downward by a bear-
| Ing-pin, m. _-

F¥rom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the drawings, the operation of
| this device will be readily understood.

To adjust the traces upon the whiffletrees
the latch C C/ is raised, the cockeye d inserted
over the head or button upon the shank of the
tree, and the latch is again let down in the
locked position represented on the drawing.

-Spring k will keep the latch firmly in position
i and prevent jarring when the vehicle is in mo-

tion. ' .

| My improved trace-fastener is strong, dura-
ble, and easily manipulated. 1t may be man-
ufactured at a small cost, and may, when de-
sired, be nickel or silver plated, so as to pre-
- sent a neat, ornamental appearance.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
| United States— - | | |
{ Theimproved trace-fastener herein deseribed,

consisting of the recessed and slotted plate A,
in combination with spring k, bearing-pin m,
and pivoted latch C C/, having lug j and slot
¢, substantially as and for the purpose herein-
| before set forth. _ ' |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. |

JAMES G. MUNROE.

Witnesses:
JOHN C. ALLISON,
D10GENE B. TERREILL.
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