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.To all whom i may concern : - l
- Be itknown that I, JULIA D. BA_NFIELD of

- Boston, 1n the eomltyr of Suffolk and Stete of
Messeohusette have invented an Improved.
Corset, of whwh the following 18 & spemﬁoe

This invention relates to corsets, and has.
special reference to the bust-forming portlons, ’
which are made to represent what is known
as a * full bust.”

The invention consists in a corset having |
- bust portions provided with hair-cloth, which

- gives to the bust great elasticity coupled with
lightness; also,in anovel stiffening composed
of folded pieces of grass-cloth, or equivalent,
- substantially as described, in pleee of theusual
bones or cane; also, in the combination with |
a corset, of a shoulder-brace, connected at one
end with. one side of the back of the corset,
and adapted to be connected at its other end
with the back of the opposite half of the corset.

Figure 1 represents, in perspective, one half
of one form of corset embodying my inven-
tion, and a’ portion of the back of the other
half broken away; Fig. 2, a detail, showing
- the bust part broken ottt to exlublt the hair-
cloth ; Fig. 3, a section onthe line @, I'ig. 1;
Fig. 4 an inner side view of the bust portron
Fig, 5 represents the pieces composing the
_front or bust portions of one-half of a corset.
- Fig. 6 is a modification to be referred to; Fig.
7, & grass-cloth stiffening-strip to be used in--
stead of bone or cane ; Hig. 3, emodlﬁed form
- of front piece.

~ The front of the corset shown in the draw-
ings i1s composed, each half, of pieces «, ', b,
¢, d, e e, and baok pieces f, J, h. The pleoes a,
and e, formmg the extreme sides of the bust of
- the corset, are joined by a seam to gore-pieces
a' é, or these pieces @ ¢ may be cut, as 1n Iig.
6, Wlth portions like a’ ¢/, forming epalt there
The pieces b ¢ are vndened or made full,

- ab 2 3 4, to form the central portion of the bust
and contracted at 5 6 7 8 910, opposite the.
top and bottom of the bust, and above the con-
tracted portions 3 9 10 the upper ends of the
pieces are again made full, as at 13 14, 80 as to
cause the upper edge of the corset to rOund or
- turn away from the person, and prevent such
~upper edge irom pressmg the breast of the !

wearer unpleesently The upper. portlons 11 |
12 of the gore portions ¢ e are also widened
for a Iike purpose. The section, Fig. 3, shows.
the upper end ¢ of the corset turned outward
above the bust portion. These different pieces
are stitched together edge to edge,1n any usual
way, and suitable pockets are formed to re-
ceive stiffening, bones, or cane, or a substi-
tute therefor, devised by me, such substitute
being grass- cloth or equivalent, folded into
narrow strips, and inserted into 'the pookete,
instead of the bone.

When sewing the edges of the pieces a, b, ¢,
d, &e. together 1t 1s preferred to place them
as shown in Fig. 6.

~ This corset, as in others, is composed of two
thleknesses of material. Between these two
thicknesses, at the bust portion, I insert hair-
cloth, j, (See Fig. 2,) cut to the proper shape.
This heu cloth 18 seemed in by the stitches
uniting the parts ¢ &/ b ¢ d e ¢/, and extends -
down to abouttheline k. - The hair which com-

‘poses the weft of the hair-cloth will extend

preferably diagonally about, rather than verti-
cally from, the top to the bottom of the bust, as
I have ascertained that that enables the bust
to more surely retain its original shape, and
assume it after compression. I preter to use
two thicknesses of hair-cloth, and in such case
thehair-weft will crossin in oppo&te directions.
This hair-cloth 1s quite stiff, yet very elastic, -
and easily retains itself in its original Shape.
The bust stiffened with hair-cloth is more
agreeable to the person, as itis softer, lighter,
and more flexible than a close series of paral-
lel bones, and is cooler, for the hair-cloth per-
mits ventilation to a considerable extent. |
As a stiffening material, instead of bones
and cane, I propose to stiffen this corset by
stiffening - pieces made of thin folded grass-
cloth, as in Fig, 7, it having a wett of a stiffer
meterlel than its W&I‘p, extending from the up-
per to the lower edge of the corset, either in-
one or more pieces; but,instead of gress -cloth,

‘bone or cane may be used as now common

By the use of hair-cloth as the bust- stiffening,
I am enabled to dispense with the strip of bone
or cane commonly extended across the bust
from side to side 1n other full-bust corsets.

Full- bust corsets, as now made, press at the
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upper portmn of the corset b&ek upon the

breast, and are uncomfortable to the wearer.

To obmete such objection, the top edge of the
corset is expanded above the pletrudmg buet.

portion, as shown in Fig. 3.

To cause the bust pormen to project more or

less, I attach to the interior of the bust por-
tlDI] at bottom and top, two connecting-pieces,

1 m, Whleh are prowded with eyelets or equiva-

lents, into which I run a cord or tape, n. By
means of this cord or tape 1 can draw the up-

per portion of the bust down, and cause the
~center of the bust to protrude more or less.

This method of varying the size of the bust

may be employed in a corsetin W]llch the hair-
“cloth stiffening is omitted.

I am aware that pieces of cloth have been

sewed at the insideof the corset, at the sides of
“the bust, and that such pleees have had ex-.
tended between them a piece of cloth stiffened
“with cane and bones; but I am not aware that

a corset-bust has evel been adjusted by draw-

- ing the bettom and top portmns thereof to-

gether.
It is obvious: that Q corset bust draml to-

It is obvious that the broadened uppel ends

' of the pieces composing the bust may be omit-
~ted, and yet the pieces will form a full bust.

Fer a very full bust more than three pleees,
- such as b ¢ d, may be empleyed |

The sheulder brace p is eonnected Wlﬂl the

- corset-back atr, and, after passing about the
shoulder at 1:]1&13 sule of the corset, is passed
~ behind the back of the person, end its end 1s
suitably connected with a stmp, S, seeured to

the other half, ¢, of the corset.

It is ebwous that hair- cloth may be used in
‘the full bustsof corsets of any other well-known
- petteln different from the pattern of corset
shown in the drawing.

Instead of hair- eleth or with 1%, I ma,y em-

to form a hook for co-operation with the pin.

- At the lower portion this attachment is pro-

vided with a lip, w, to receive a ring, x, to be

- attaehed to the sklrt or other garment.

T am aware that busts have been stiffened

b quilting, and that canvas has -been used as

2 stlﬁ'enel The bust is more liable to bend

longitudinally than transversely. By placing
- the hair transversely it gives the bust its greet
‘est strength in the direction most needed.

If it 18 deelred to form an abdominal corset,

wherein a rounded portmn is made to fit the l

'gether from the bottom and top will cause the |
bust to assume a more natural position than.
“if drawn together from the sides.

“claim the employm

abdomen T have only to extend the pieces 5'
67 dewmmrd and provide them below the -
waist with full portions 2 3 4. In such case

each piece 5 6 7 willhave two broad portions
like 2 3 4; but those at the lower end of the

piece will be broader than at the upper por-
1;1011 to adjust them to the abdomen.

I have herein described that the two thlek |
nesses of hair-cloth. are so placed that the weft
of hair cressesmopp031te directions. So faras
that feature is herein described I disclaim 1t,

asTintendto hereafter file an application there

for. I have herein shown abosom-pad corset
in which gores tapering toward eaeh end are.
inserted between separate sections,the edges
of which are sewed together | below the gore
in & seam parallel to the edge of the corset;

but this feature I disclaim in this eppllcatlon,
as Lpr opese tofile aseperete eppheetmn thel e-

for. | |

- T am aware thet the use of hair-cloth for cor-

sets has been described ; so I do not broadly
ent of hair- cloth, except, as
herembeiere described, for the formetmn ef the --
bust. | | .

1 elaun—- |

1. The combmadzlon with the corset of 11&11'—-
cloth, or its deeerlbed equivalent, mserted be-
tween the face and lining of the corset, and
cut and secured in the corset to form a full- .
bnet corset, substantially as described.

2. The combmetlon with a corset, of stiff-

‘ening-pieces of folded cloth having a stﬂf weit,

substantially as described.
3. Inafull-bustcorsef, theeutwerdly—eurved :
or expanded upper pertlon i, formed above the

top of the bust proper, substantially as end o

for the purpose described.

4. In a full-bust corset, a bust felmmg pleee-
or pieces, made broad at or near the eenter of
the bust, then contracted above such. broad
portion, then made again broad to form the

| upper ed ge of the eerset substentmlly as de-
| seribed.

' oTASS Or cane cloth as an eqmvalent ma- .
. terial; but I prefer the hair-cloth as being the
_ A corset having its bust stiff--

ened with hair-cloth may be washed Wltheut
-+ destroying the bust. '

- The hair-cloth may be further stlﬁ’ened by

rows of stitching.

The skirt-supporting - attaehment is provided
with a pin hinged to one end of the U-shaped
piece of metal «, the opposite end being bent

5. A emeet the front portlon of Whleh is
composed of three pieces, b ¢ d, shaped as
shown and described, and extended from the
bottom to the top of the corset, and of pieces
and gores a ¢ at the side thereof all substeu-

tlelly as described.

6. The gore-piecesa’,cuttopresent e'mdened

| pertlon, 11, at the t0p substentlelly asand for_

the purpose deserlbed
7. As a new article of menufeeture, a full

‘bust corset provided with means for drawing

the upper and lower portions of the bust to-
ward each other to adjust the extent of pro-
tuberance of the bust, eubetentle]ly as de-
scribed. '

‘8. The bust, and conneetmg plecee JOlned |
thereto at the upper and lower portions of
the bust in combination with the adjusting

cord or tepe, to operate to draw down the
top of and expend the bust, subetalltlelly as

described. .
9. One or more buet fermmg p1eeee loeated_ |
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‘at the central portion of the bust such pieces | to this speclﬁcatlon in the presence of two

haavmg one;l side made straight and the other subseribing witnesses.

side curved or bulged, as “at 2, and made

~smaller above and below the bloadest part of” JULLA D. BANFIELD

the ecurved portion 2, subst&ntlally as de- Wltnesses

scribed. G. W. GREGORY,
In testimony whereot Thave mgnedmy name | W. J. PRATT.
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