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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, JoEN P. BEATTY, of |
Norwalk, State of Connectlcut have invented
- anew and useful Improvement in Straw Hats;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full and clear description thereof, retference be-
ing had to the accompanying dr&wmgs
- Hitherto straw hats have been made by
plaiting or braiding together two or more sin-
gle strands in such manner as to form a single
layer, except where the strands cross each
other. The'thickness of such hats is therefore
in part the thickness of one stmn.d and in
part that of two.

To increase this thlc]mess or to give greater
firmness or stiffness to the Whole hat or to any
particular part thereof, two hats or parts of
hats have been plaited, of such relative sizes
that one may be fitted 'to the other, and both
fnen united. For the same purpose hats have
been made by winding straw-braid of the nec-
essary thickness, and - attaching the edges
thereof together.

My invention consists in accomplishing this
purpose by braiding or plaiting together in
the usual way strands formed by laying to-
gether two or more single strands of straw,

I thus form a continuously plaited or braided
hat, as many times thicker and stiffer than the |
ordin ary hat as may be required.

It is obvious that this manner of formmg
the strands may be used to advantage in con-

nection with the usual manner of plaiting with |

single strands, or, by varying the number of
integral strands, to increase or diminish the |

thickness or stiffness of such
as may be desired. . -
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top view of

pa\rts of the hat
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i the hat, showing the usual manner of plaiting.

Fig. 2 1s a vertical section, taken through a
strand, and showing the 1mprovement intro-
duced at the Jl:mctlon of the brim and side
crown of the hat. Fig. 3 is a similar section,
showing theimprovement introduced ata point
part-way down the side crown. Figs.4and5b

are enlarged views of Figs. 2 and 3, respect-

1vely, for the purpose of showing the position
of the strands when plaited. Fig. 5 may be
considered as a vertical section, taken through
a strand, m m, next adjacent to the strand [ 1
of Fig. 4 the Ietters abedefghiindicating
strands whwh cross mm and [ L

What 1 claim to be my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
- 1. A continuously plaited or brald_ed. straw
hat formed by plaiting or braiding together
throughout the whole hat strands formed sub-
stantially in the manner and for the purpose
described.

2. A continuously plaited or braided straw
hat, the brim of which is stiffened by plaiting

| or braiding together strands formed by laying

together two or more lesser strands, substan-
tially in the manner and for the purpbse de-
seribed.

JOHN P, BEATTY.

Witnesses:
JAMES H. HUNTER,
K. NEWELL.
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