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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEVI WESTINGHOUSE, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURL.

IMPRQVEMENT IN TRUSSES.

Speclﬁmtwn forlmng paa:t of Letters Patent No. 196 959, dated November 6, 1877, :-:Lpphcatlon filed
: May 20, 1877, |

To all whom +t may concern :
Be it known that I, LEvi WESTINGHOUSE,

of St. Louis, in the county of St. Louis and
State of Mlssour]. have invented certain new
and useful Improvement’s In Trusses; and 1 do

hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact description thereof, which Wlll
| enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-

pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of thls specitication, and
in which— |

Figure 1 is a view of my improved truss
put together so as to make a double truss.
Fig. 2 shows its application.

truss, and Fig. 4 shows its application.

Similar letters of reference indicate corTe-
sponding parts 1n all the figures. |

My invention relates to trusses for the cure
and alleviation of rupture and hernia; and it
consists in the construction and arrangement
of parts in such a manner that by a slight
- modification the truss may be used either as
a single or double truss, with the least possi-
ble inconvenience to the wearer, making, at
“the same time, a strong and durable truss,
the pads of which may readily be adjusted to
sult different cases and conditions.

In the drawing, A A’ are the pads, each of

which consists, prefera,bly, of a copper plate,

serving as a base for a curled-hair packing
covered with buckskin., Pads of hard rubber,
wood, or any other suitable material may,
however be used, if preferred. To the back
of each pad are ﬁrmly secured five buckles, «
b ¢ d e, by means of which the pads may be
&chusted 1n the manner hereinafter described.

B B’ is the waistband, which consists of
two separate pieces, each of which, again,
consists of two t&pelmg webs or stra,ps fag
f! ¢, united at their broad ends to a pad, k A/,
so as to form an obtuse angle. The strap f of

each plece passes down 1n front, as shown in
Figs. 2 and 4, and 1s secured to the pad by
the buckle d. The other strap, ¢, is the peri-
neal strap, which is passed between the limbs
of the wearer and buckled at ¢, for the purpose
of keeping the straps and pads in the correect
¢ k are straps, secured by the buckles

‘position.

| Fig. 3 18 a view-
~of my improved truss adjusted for a single

a b of each strap, for the purpose of uniting
these when the truss 1s used as a double truss.
When so used the pads & A are buckled to-
gether in the back by a strap, [, and shoulder-
straps or suspenders D D’ are used to keep
the truss firmly in position. B E’ are adjust-
able hip-pads, to prevent chating when the
truss is to be worn tight. -

When used as a single truss the straps 1, k,
and [ are removed, and a bifurcated Str&p, F
(bifurcated a,ccmdmg to whether it is to be
used as a right or left truss,)is buckled to the
pad % or . The other end_ of this strap 1s
buckled to either a b, b ¢, or « ¢, according to
the exact position in “which it is desired to
have the pad.

The straps and parts of my improved truss
are cut in such a shape that they will, whether
the truss is used double or single, set close
around the hips and thighs, and lie flat against
the body of the weaver. They are, preferably,
made of leather lined with buckskin, but may

be made of elastic webs or.other material, if |

desired.
By the arrangement of the buckles and
straps the pads may be adjusted to fit exactly

| that part of the inguinal region where press-

ure is necessary, without danger of becoming
displaced,and withoutdiscomfortto the wearer,
so that it may be worn with ease and comfort

under all circumstances, and does not require

removal when retiring at night. |
Having thus deseribed my 1nvent10n I claim

~and desme to secure by Letters Patent of the

United States—
- As an improvement in trusses, the forked

bands B B, consisting each of a tapermﬂ hlp

strap, f /7, and tapering perineal strap ¢ ¢/,
each pair united at a suitable angle .to a pad,
h h/, in combination with the adj ustable tter-

‘ine pads A A/, substantially as and dor the

purpose herem shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my mgna,ture in
presence of two witnesses.

LEVI WESTINGHOUSE

Witnesses: '
- BENJAMIN F. WILLIAMSON,

WILLIAY HOLLIDAY.
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