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September 22, 1877. "

To all whom it may concern : - |

Be it known that I, HARVEY M. HOLLINGS-
WORTH, of Clinton, in.the county of Anderson
and State of Tennessee, have invented a new
‘and valuable Improvement in Stirrups; and
1 do hereby declare that the following is a
tull, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making a
‘part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
ot a transverse vertical section of my stirrup,

and Iig. 2 is a front view of the same.

- My mvention relates to stirrups for riding-
- saddles; and it consists in an attachment to
the same which will be antomatically operated
to release the leather from the stirrup-leather
in case the rider should be thrown from the
horse and the foot of the rider hang in the
stirrup, as will be hereinafter more fully set
forth. |

The annexed drawing, to which reference is
made, fully illustrates my invention.

A represents an ordinary stirrup for riding- |

saddles, provided at the top with a cross bar
or block, B, of any suitable form or shape.
Around. this cross-bar is passed a clamp made
of two parts or jaws, C and Cl. The jaw C is
formed at its upper end with a loop, C?, in
which the stirrup leather or strap is fastened
in any suitable manner. Below said loop in
the upper end of the jaw C is pivoted or
hinged the jaw Cl, the two jaws meeting on
the under side of the cross-bar B, as shown.
To the jaw C!is hinged, on the outside, a
- strap or link, D, which overlaps the joint be-
tween the two jaws, and is fastened, by a
~ spring-cateh, G, pivoted between ears on the
jaw G, and the upper end of said cateh passes

| by Letters Patent, is—

through a loop or staple, B, attached to, and
projecting outward from, said jaw. Through
this loop is passed a notched bar, I, of such
dimensions that it will be supported in either
one of 1ts notches upon the upper end of the
catch G, and any upward movement of said
bar will turn the spring-cateh in such a man-
ner as to release the same from the strap or
link D, which will then fall down and allow
the two jaws C C' of the clamp to separate.
The lower end of the bar I is forked, and
the prongs fastened in or to a cross-bar, J,
which 18 held to the side of the stirrup by
suitable guides I L, fastened to the same.
The parts being adjusted as described, if

the rider should be thrown from the horse and
-etther foot hang in the stirrup, the foot will

naturally raise the cross-bar J, and with it the
bar I, and this at once releases the stirrup
from the stirrup-strap, as described, thus pre-
venting the rider from being dragged along
by the horse, . | | -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure

1. In combination with a stirrup, a clamp
for connecting the same with the stirrup-strap,
a catch for holding the clamp closed, and a
device for automatically releasing said catceh,
as and for the purposes set forth.

2. In combination with a stirrup, the clamp
C C!, strap or link D, spring-cateh G, notched
bar I, and cross-bar J, all substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. L |

. HARVEY MILTON HOLLINGSWORTH.
. Witnesses:

J. 5. Ross,

K. A. Ross.
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