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To all whom it may concern :

Be it-known that I, ALBERT LARKIN, of
Almond, in the county of Allegany and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Step-Ladders; and 1
do hereby declare that the following is a full,

“clear, and exact description thereof, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of an adjustable
extension step-ladder, as will be hereinatter
more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to the
annexed drawing, in which— |
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view of my ladder
when in position as an ordinary step-ladder.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same when ex-
tended. i

A A represent the sides, and B B the steps,
of an ordinary step-ladder, the side pieces,
however, being inclined inward—that 1s to
say, the hottom of the ladder is wider than
the top. o

In connection with this step-ladder 18 used
an auxiliary ladder, composed of two parallel
side pieces, C C, connected by rounds D D.
The upper ends of the side pieces C are formed

~with longitudinal slots a, and placed upon the

ends of a rod, b, which has its bearings in
rear of the main ladder in plates or castings d
attached to the side pieces A, and projecting
in rear thereot.

The auxiliary ladder C D 1s spread rear-
ward to form a brace and support the main
ladder, when it is so arranged that the rod b

p—

{

will liein the lower ends of the slots a, and |

the upper ends of the side pieces C be moved

into and held by loops or staples h fastened P
- to the side pieces A.of the main ladder, there-

by holding the two ladders firmly in position,
as shown in Fig. 1. They are still further

When these braces G are not in use they
are laid on the outside of the side pieces A, as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2, and held by
a button or catch, m. '

By drawing, down the ladder C D so that
the rod b will be in the upper ends of the slots
o, the ladder C D can be reversed or raised,
s0 as to form an extension of the main ladder,
when it is again pressed down till the upper
ends of the slots @ rest on the rod b. The
lower ends of the side pieces C are held
against the rear edges of the side pieces A,
and the ladder C D thereby braced against
the back edge of the top step B. The ladder
C D igthere held firmly by means of the hooks
E, as shown 1n Fig. 2.

I represents a sliding bar, laid on the front
edge of one of the side pieces A, and held in
a notch in the edge of the top step by a loop
or staple. At the lower end this bar has an
angular or crank-pin, s, to be inserted In a
hole in either one of the steps B, and thus be
held at any elevation desired, while at the up-
per end it has a hook, p,for hanging the paint-

| bucket or other article desired to be used.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. The combination of the main step-ladder
A B, having its sides contracted toward the

| top, the auxiliary reversible ladder C D, hav-

ing its sides parallel and provided with slots
¢ «, the rod b, supported by plates d in rear
of the main ladder and passing through the

| slots in the auxiliary ladder, and the rods

or hooks E, pivoted to the auxiliary ladder,
and adapted to hold the same to the main lad-
der either as a brace or as an extension, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes herein set
forth.

2. The combination, with a step-ladder, A
B, of the sliding bar I, provided with the hook
and angular or crank-pin s, substantially as
and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of

braced by means of a hook, E, on each side, | two Witnesses.

as shown; and when the ladder stands on un-

“even or inclined ground, additional braces G

are applied at right angles to the direction of
the ladder. - These braces are at thelr upper

- ends provided with hooks f, which hook in

eyes i on the side pieces A, and- have pins & at
their lower ends to enter the ground.

ALBERT LARKIN.

Witnesses:
C. B. BARNARD,
HARRY CRANDALL.
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