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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, BOLIVAR C. CONVERSE,
of the city of Spring fr'ﬁeld in the county of
Clarke and State of Ohio, "have invented cex-
tain Improvements in Dash-Rails, which 1m-
provements are fully set forth in 13]16 annexed
specification and accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a dash-board
with my improvement applied thereto. Iig.
2 is a cross-section of the same. Fig. 3 is a
sectional view of the right upper corner, with
a portion of the tube broken away to show
the central rib B. Fig. 4 1s also a view of a
section of the same corner part with the tube
end intact. Fig. 5 i1s a. cross-section of the
piece shown in Kig. 4,-through line x. Iig. 0
is a view of the double-tanged nail D, used for
finishing the ends of the mll

The object of my invention is to furnish a
dash - board with a rail stronger and more du-
rable than the open tubing Ebt present 1n use,
which is applied more readily, and which 1s
more secure when attached, it being formed
with a central rib extending nearly across the
inside, its free edge dividing the two edges of
the leather, and clamping them firmly between
it and the edges of the slot or opening of the
tube, so as to dispense entirely with any rows
of Stltb]ll]lﬂ or other dew(,e to secure it 1n
place.

A deep indentation is made 1n the rib, on
each side, near the ends, to receive the barbs
of a dowuble- tanged naﬂl with which the ends

are finished, a slight groove cut out from this

to the end guldmn the tangs, which straddle
the end of the b when inserted. The barbs
of the nail-tangs project mwardly toward

each other, and are forced mto the notches or |

indentations in the rib when the nail is driven
into its place in the end of the tube, securing
it firmly therein, preventing its withdr awal

‘and giving an ornamental ﬁmsh to the rail.

A is the dash-board, which 1s covered with
leather and stitched 1 111 the usnal manner, with
the exception of the__ edges, which extend
above the top rail A. These are left entirely
without stitches or other fastenings, simply be-
ing brought together and trlmmed to the
proper helght above the top rail to enter the

| opening in tube b on each side of the rib B,

freely.

The rib parting the edges of the leather,
and its lower edge pressing it on either bl(le
against the edges of the tube, acts, In combi-
11&1:1011 with the latter, like a three jawed
clamp, securing the rail to the dash-board
firmly, besides .@ddmg oreater strength to the
rail, w hmh will bear a powerful blow without
bemn indented or broken,

In the cross- section, Fig, 2, and also in Fig.
5, the position of the rail .:md its rib B with
1el¢mt1011 to the edges [ of the leather entering
the tube € can be distinetly seen.

In Fig, 3 a section of the end of the tube
is cut away, and also the edge I of the leather
which e*{tended into it, in order to show the
1ib B, its notch b, and the ouiding - groove ¢,
ﬁlu(.,h leads 111tu it for tlm lllbtltlllll of the
tangs d of the pin D, (see Fig. 6,) until the
barbs e reach the noteh b and are fbrced to a
seat therein,

The tang of nail D is not shown in IFig. 3,
but 1ts posltmu can be readily under th{}d by
reference to the other figures.

I do not claim here a slotted tube provided
with a rib, as this forms the subject of a sep-
arate application for a patent; but

I ¢laim as my invention—

1. The combination, in a dash-board, of the
facing-leathers and :L slotted tube, betwaen
the edues of which the leathers auJ clamped
Qo ainst the opposite sides of an intermediate
flat rib, substantially as described.

2. Atul}e C, having a rib, B, in combination
Wlth the lmthu [ of a ddﬁall boa:{d A, as and
for the purpose set forth.

3. In combination with the ribbed open tube
C, provided with a noteh, b, and groove ¢ 1 1ts
rlb B, the two-tanged naﬂ D for finishing the
ends of the same, “when :lppllbd for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. The finishing-nail D, with double-barbed
tangs, constructed bubstdntmlly as shown and
debulbul for the purpose set forth.

B. C. CONVERSE.
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