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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorn E. W AKEFIELD,
of Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts,

have invented -an Improvewment in Folding

Chairs, of which the tollowing is a specifica-
tion :

The present is a modification of and im-
provement upon the device shown in Letters
Patent No. 179,979, granted to me.,

. In this chair I make use of a back and

back legs in one frame, and front legs ex-
tending up to the back and hinged to the
Same at the upper ends. The rigid seat or
seat-frame is pivoted to the back legs, and
connected to the front legs by links that are
pivoted to the seat near the middle thereof,
80 that when the chair is folded the back legs
fold toward the front legs, and the seat, after
being raised by the links, swings down again
near the front legs.

When rockers are employed with this fold-
ing chair, they are pivoted to the front legs
and connected by links to the back legs, so
a8 to be very rigid when the chair is in use,
Or to swing up against the back of the back
legs when the chair is folded.

This chair is very rigid when in use, and
when folded for transportation it occupies but
little space.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tlon of the chair as open for use, and Fig, 2
18 a side view of the same when folded to-
gether for transportation.

The back frame is composed of the back
legs a, extended up to form the side pieces of
the back, and the cross pieces or rails b con.
nect the parts a. The front legs care pivoted
at d to the back. These parts are similar to
those in Reissue Letters Patent No. 6,815.

The seat v is rigid, either in the form of a
frame upholstered or made of open-work, or
otherwise, and the back edge of the seat is
connected by pivots to the back legs of the
chair. I have shown metal brackets at n,
through which pass the pivot pins or serews.

The seat v, when open, rests upon the sup-
port or cross-rail , and there are links s ex-
tending backward from the support and piv-
oted at ¢ to the seat.

When the chair is opened for use the parts
are very firm and rigid, because the tendency
of pressure against the back of the chair is

to force the back legs down, and the seat-
frame and links 8 act like toggles between the
front and back legs to separate them and
prevent the chair folding until the seat IS
raised sufficiently to cause the links s to swing
upwardly as the back legs fold toward the
front legs. The further movement of the
parts in folding brings the seat down again in
front of the front legs, in which form the
chair is very compact, and ocen pies little space
in being transported.

The rockers f are pivoted at e to the lower
ends of the front legs ¢, and there are links ¢,
pivoted at their upper ends to the legs a and
at their lower ends to the rockers jp front
of the back legs, to connect the back legs to
the rockers.

The rockers are preferably connected to-
gether'by a cross-rail, .

It will be apparent that the chair might be
made use of without the rockers, as the seat
and legs fold in the same manner whether the
rockers are used or not, and when the rockers
are used they fold up behind the back legs, in
the manner shown in Fig, 2.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a folding chair, the rigid seat or seat.-
frame v and links s, pivoted at one end to the
seat-frame and at the other end to the sup.
port # for the seat, in combination with the
back and back legs, formed as one frame, and
the front legs ¢, pivoted at their g pper ends to
the back legs, the parts being constructed and
arranged substantially as set forth,whereby the
the seat, after being raised, folds downwardly
In front of the front legs, substantially as set
forth.

2. The combination, in a folding chair, of
the rockers hinged to the front legs and con-
nected by links ¢ to the back legs, the back
and back legs formed of one frame, the front
legs pivoted to the back, the rigid seat or
frame, and the links s, pivoted to the seat at
their back ends and to the support » at their
front ends, aud folding in the manner and for
the purposes set forth.

Signed by me this 30th day of J une, A. D.

J. B. WAKEFIELD.

1 1877.

Witnesses :

TROTT J. BARNARD,
HENRY BAER.
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