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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that we, THOMAS CAMERON and
JOHN F. JOWERS, of Mount Pleasant, in the
county of Marshall and State of Mississippi,
have invented a new and valuable Improve-
ment 1n Gate-Latches; and we do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the constructior and- opera-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication,and to the letters aud figures of refer-
ence marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of a side view of our gate-latch. Fig. 2

1s a detail view of our gate-latch, and Fig. 3 ,

18 a detail of the same.

The nature of our invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a latch for
gates, 48 will be hereinafter more fully set
forth.

The annexed drawings, to which reference
18 made, fully iliustrate our invention.

A represents the outer vertical bar of the
gate, and B the post against which it closes.

Into the post B is driven a bolt, C, which
Is provided with an arm, C/, forming a stop
agaiust the face of the post, and a screw, a, is
passed through said arm into the post, holding
1t securely and firmly therein.

The outer end of the bolt C is made trian-
gular in its cross-section, so as to present
beveled sides b b to the latch in closing the
gate, and a square rear shoulder, d, to hold
the latch. |

The latch is composed of two jaws, D D/,
placed in a recess in the bar A, and covered
at right angles with a recessed plate, G, to
which the two jaws are pivoted, the ends of

| sald plate being fastened to the post A by
screws or otherwise,

Within the recessed plate one of the jaws,
DY, is formed, with a half-round projection, 2,
entering a corresponding recess, ¢, in the other
Jaw, forming a fulerum, upon which said jaws
may turn and dispense with pivoting them to
the plate.

The frout ends of the jaws D D’ are beveled,
as shown at m m, and formed with recesses =
n in their adjoining edges, opposite cach other.
The rear ends of the jaws form handles for op-
erafing them, and between the same are
placed one or more springs, G, to keep the
front ends closed.

When the gate closes, the ends of the jaws
strike the beveled sides b of the bolt C, and
spread apart to grasp the bolt by the recesses
n n fitting over it. By pressing the other end
of the latch together, the jaws open and the
gate can be opened.

What we claim as new,and desire to secuare
by Letters Patent, is— ,

The post B, provided with the bolt C, hav-
ing the perforated arm C/ and its outer end
beveled, In combination with the recessed
gate-bar A, plate G, jaws D I, having bev-
eled ends m, recesses n, projection h, recess ¢,
and the springs 3/, substantially as described,
and for the purpose set torth.

In testimony that we claim theabove we have
hereunto subscribed our names in the presence
of two witnesses.

I THOMAS CAMERON.
| ~ JOHN FRANKLIN JOWERS.
Witnesses:

B. H. SMI1TH,

J. W, WILLIAMS.
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