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Lo all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, ABRAHAM T. CRIPPEN,

of Cincinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have

invented a new and useful Till or Money-

Drawer, of which the following is a specifica.-

tion: -

This device consists,
drawers,
~Separate casings. Of these drawersthe upper-
most 1s merely,a blind or sh am, and is the only
oneprovided with a visible knob or handle, and
which is therefore liable to be mistaken for the

essentially, of two

handle of the drawer proper, the lower and ac. |

tnal money-drawer having no visible means of
~handling. In order to make the illusion as
perfect as possible, the handle of the blind is
placed near the parting of the two drawers,
and that parting is made as Inconspicuous as
possible. In consequence of thisarran gement
there appears, to a casual observer, to be but
one drawer, of which the knob aforesaid ap-
pears to be the handle. A Stranger, there-
foré, attempting to open the drawer, uses the

knob and withdraws the blind the short distance
permitted by my self-locking device, in which.

a pair of gravitating bolts, dropping into sock-
ets provided for them at

closed position. From this condition the two
drawers can be released only Dy the use of
proper instruments. o | |
In the accompanying drawin gs, Higure 1 is
a longitudinal section of a till embodying my
Invention, the same being shown in the closed
condition., Fig.2is a similar sectlon, showing
“the sham drawer opened and the lock sprung
50 as to fix said sham drawer in the open
and the true drawer in the closed condi-
tion. The location of these sections is indi-
cated by line # # in Fig. 3. Portions of the
sides of the drawers are broken away in order
to expose the locking devices. Fig. 3 is a
transverse section at the line ¥y, Fig. 2,
- A may represent a portion of an ordinary
store-counter, to the under side of which the
casing B of my till may be screwed or other-
wise securely attached. My casing is sepa-

rated by horizontal partition C, parallel with
bottom D, into an upper compartment, E, and |
a lower compartment, F. N

| In such

arranged one above the other and in |

| being pushed into a

. the same moment,
lock the two drawers, the sham drawer in the |
partially open and the drawer proper in the |

‘the drawer G.

] TFitted to the compartments B and F, re-

Spectively, are drawers G and H, the fronts of
which, g and &, are flush with each other, and
close juxtaposition as to appear to a
casual observer as one drawer. This illusion
i3 still further favored by the use, upon the
upper drawer, of a single knob, I, as near as
practicable to the lower drawer, 80 as to seem

like the handle of the single drawer, of which

‘the two drawers G and H appear to consist.
The drawer G is merely a blind or sham, for
the purpose of deception. The drawer proper,
H, is capable of being opened by the operator
serting his fingers in the recess d in that
part of bottom D immediately in rear of the
down-projecting front % of drawer H.,
As an additional security, a bolt, J, sliding
in ways j upon the floor D, may be capable of
socket, 2/, in drawer H,

The sham drawer G has a pair of studs, (sec

~dottedlines K,) which studs, occupying grooves

b 1n the casing, arrest the opening of the sham
drawer at the point shown in Fig. 2. |

The sides of the sham drawer have two ver-
tical orifices, L, having shoulders or contrac.
tions, I, which orifices, in the open position of
sald drawer, as in Fig. 2, communicate with
other vertical orifices, M, in the sides of the _
drawer- proper, H, when the latter is in its
closed condition, and the orifices M also CoIm-
municate with like orifices N, which - extend
entirely through the floor D. '

Sloping tracks O, faced with a smooth plece

of metal, extend forward and downward -

‘through partition C to the rear margins of ori-

fices M.

- The orifices L are occupied by headed me-
tallic pins or gravitating bolts P, which, in
the normal or closed condition of the sham
drawer G, rest upon the higher portions of the

‘nclined tracks O. These bolts, as the sham
drawer is drawn forward, follow the inclined -

tracks O until they drop over the lower ends
of said tracks into the orifices M in the drawer
proper, which they thus effectually lock to its
shut position, and at the same Instant also

lock the sham drawer toits open position, and

thus foil the pilferer in his attempts to shut

When the proprietor wishes to reclose the
sham drawer, he (by means of rods or sticks,
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such as common lead-pencils) pushes up the
gravitating bolts P until their lower extremi-
ties are higherthan those of the inclined tracks
O, when the said drawer Is easily restored to
its closed position, as indicated in Fig. 1. .
" The stationary partition or floor C is at all
times hidden by the front portion of one or
other drawer, as at R, or by both.

I claim— | o

1. In a till or money-drawer, a pair of draw-
ers, G and H, mounted one above the other,
and separated by a stationary partition, G,
hidden by the front portion g or h of one or
both drawers, said portions being flush when
closed and in close contact, and the upperone
only provided with a visible handle, I, in com-

!
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bination with stop K b, orifices L M N, and
sravitating bolts P, substantially as set forth.

9. The combination of the false and true
drawers & and H, separated by horizontal par-

| tition C, and of which the uppermost or false

drawer only has a visible handle, and, when

t drawn fully out, operates to lock the true

¢

drawer by the liberation of one or more gravi-
tating bolts, P, substantially as set forth.
In testimony of which invention I hereunto

set my hand. |
A. T. CRIPPEN.

Attest:
- GEo. H. KNIGHT,
‘L. H. BoND.
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