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Speclﬁcatmn farmmg part of Letters P&tent No 194,4 10., dated August 21 187 3 a.pphcat.mn ﬁled :
| | | ) July 30 1877. | o S

. To all fwhom it may comem.' |

Be it known that I, BLOOMFIELD BROWER,
- of the city, county, and State of New York,

have invented an Improvement in Wntmg
Tablets, of Whl@h the followmg 1S & speclﬁea
tion:
This mventwn reldtes to that class of writ-
ing - desk furniture or article of stationery
“known as ¢ writing-tablet,” which consists, es-
- sentially, in a plate or stiff board provided

with means for holding one or more leaves

upon its surface. Ordinarily such tablets are
constructed of a rectangular base or plate
“formed from binders’ board, which 18 provided
- at 1ts corners with pockets to receive the cor-
- ners of the sheets it is to supporb This con-
struction of tablets; while it holds the sheets
it is adapted to support does not provide for
~ their ready displacement when others are to
be substituted or the upper sheets are to be
removed. ltsuseis therefore usually confined
tothe holding of sheets of blotting-paper, which
require removal semi-occastonally only.
- Other writing-tablets consist of a base-plate
having at one end a sheet-holding clamp; but
these are defective for the reason that the
sheets, confined at one end only, are liable to
dlsplaeement in the ordmary use of the article.
The purpose of my invention 18 to provide

an article which, while supporting the sheets

firmly upon the base-plate, and preventing
their accidental displacement either laterally
or longitudinally, permits the convenient re-
moval of one or more of them, as occasion re-
- quires; and 1t 18 therefore adapted to the hold-
ing of any kind of sheets, though itis especially
convenient for supporting sheets which are to
be written or drawn upon, and which, for con-
venience, must be readily remov&ble without
- disturbing those remaining. |

The invention consists in an article com-
posed of a base-plate, and provided with one

or more confining- pockets at one end and a

retaining-spring at the other, all of which will

be particularly pointed out in the following

~description.

- The dr&wmgs show, ‘in Flgure 1, a plan
view of the tablet; Flg 2,a IﬂOdlﬁGdthﬂ of

the same; Kig. 3, a section on line & of F1g 1;

Fig. 4, a section on line y of Kig. 1.

My mproved device is constructed of a base-

pl&te or body portlon, preferab] y recmngu-
lar in form, which may be made of binders’
board, pasteboard, thin slabs of wood, or of a

thin plate of metal, rubber, or like btlﬂ and

tight material. Iti is prowded at one.end with
a clamping-spring, as 2, the bifing- edge of
which overhangs the pla,te or body 7, and im-
pinges thereon, and at the other end with a
pocket or pockets 3,into which thelower edges

of the sheets are entered the said sheets-thus

being confined in place by the spring 2 and
pockets 3, and, while prevented from acci-
dental dlbplaeement may be readily detached
if it is desired to remove them,

This clamping-spring may extend but asmall
portion of the length of one side of the body 7;

‘but if the article is designed to hold a large '

quantity of sheets, or such asare of large size,
the longitudinal dimensions of the spring 2
may be equal to the length of the side of the
body or base- plate 7, upon which it 18 placed,

as in Fig. 2; and in order that the sheets so

held may be prevented from swinging upon

' the point by which they are held by the spring

2, and thus be displaced from their proper po-
sition upon. or be detached from the tablet,
one or more pockets, 3, may be provided, to
confine them by their lower ends in a square
or proper position thereon, asin Kig. 1; or a
single pocket, 3, asin Fig. 2, may be employed.
The sheets are thus held at two points in such
a way that they must be detached from each
in succession in order to be removed from the
tablet; and while this may be conveniently
done when it is desired to remove them, they
are notliable to accidental displacement when
the tablet is in use or being moved from place
to place.

The desirability and utility of this article
to artists, mercbants, and others who require
to be able to bupport a number of separate
slips or sheets in a mass or body, to move the
same from place to place, and yet be able to
readily detach one or more of the upper ones
without dlsturbmg the rest, will be readlly
ajpparent """ |

In some cases, as when 1t 1s desired to sup-

port one or moresheets morepermanently than

the rest—as sheets of blotting-paper, schedules,
price-lists, and the like—it is preferred to sup-
ply the tablet with four confining-pockets, as
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3 3 3 3 in Fig.1l. This form of the device, | operation of my improved tablet, wha,t Iclaam,

“while holding the sheets 8 more per manently
than the sheets 9, which are held by the spring
2 and the IOWer_ pockets 3, still permits the
convenient removal of both, as may be re-
quired, and yet provides for the detaching
of one or more of the sheets 9 without dis-

I"_.

 tarbing the sheets 8.

Though thisinvention is not confined to any
particular structure of the spring 2, the con-
struction illustrated is an advantageous one.
It consists of a plate of tempered metal, bent
into the form shown in Fig. 3, and havmg one
edge entered into a slot in the end or under
the edge of the base-plate 7, (unless the same
be of metal or rubber and 'the like, when it
may be riveted thereto,) and be there secured
by cement or other convemenb means of fast-.
ening.
| Havmg now described the construction and [

and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 18—

1. A writing-tablet consisting of a base-
plate provided at one end with a spring or
clamp for securing sheets upon its surface,
and at the other end with one or more con-
fining-pockets for preventing their displace-
ment, substantially as described.

2. A rectangular writing - tablet provided
with sheet - confining pockets at its corners,
and with a spring or clamp upon one of its
ends, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification in the presence of

two subscrlbmg witnesses.
BLOOMFIELD BROWER.

'Wltn'esses |
‘H. T. MUNSON,
M B. PHILIPP.
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