UNITED STATES

~ IMPROVEMENT IN PROCESSES OF RESTORING CRAPE, LACES, &o.

- Specification forming part of Letters Paﬁéanb.' '1-94,264, dated Aﬁgﬁsﬁ 14, ,1_877; -_Ha;ppliéatioﬁ.ﬁl-éd o
- . o Jdy 1887, T

o all whom it may concern: =~
~__Be it known that I, Eva B. REID, of New
York, in the county of New York and State
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Processesof Restorin g Crape,
&c., of which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
1ings. o . .

- My invention relates to an improvement.on
the patent granted to A. J. Shriver, dated
June 27, 1876, and reissued June 26, 1877,

- . This invention relates to a new process for

]

restoring crape, laces, and other .similar thin
‘materials, and has for its object to renovate
‘and restore such fabrics when the same have
become discolored or damaged by use, expo-
~sure, or otherwise, | -
_To this end my invention consists in im-
mersing or saturating the fabric in a solution

. composed of aleohol, shellae, vinegar and wa-

ter, and a suitable dye-stuff, prepared in the
peculiar mauner hereinafter deseribed, then
drying such saturated tabrie, and. afterward
subjecting it totheaction of steam, whereby the
~color of the dye is brought freshly out and the
alcohiol expelled. The shellac or other stiffer-
Ing-gum, being insoluble in water, 18 left upon
the surface of the fabrie,
‘8erve the freshness of its color and texture.

- In carrying out my process I first take about

one gallon of alcohol, and add to it about

- eleven ounces of English brown shellae, and
permit the same to remain until the shellac |

has been perfectly dissolved in the alcohol,
which will be within the course of one or two
hours. I then prepare a second solution, en-
~tirely independent of the first solution mer-
‘tioned, this solution consisting of about one
~ and a half pints of pure vinegar and soft wa-
ter and six packages of British ink-powder,
. which latter is composed of three parts of red-
- oak bark, two parts of sulphate of iron, and
- two parts of gum-arabic. | |

After this second and separ&té solution from

the first has been thoroughly and effectually
- dissolved and mixed together, I add to it the

~ first-named solution of aleohol and shellac,

whereby the constituent parts of all the in.

Tenlly.

‘atter which I expose the

and serves to pre-

 incorporated with each other, whereby 1 pro-

duce a most suitable dye and bath for Carry-
ing out my improved process. | |

L now take the crape, lace, or other fabric
to be restored or renewed, and immerse it in
the liquid antil it is thoroughly saturated,
and then wring it out and dry it in. any con-
venlent manner and by any suitable Ineans,
dried fabrie to a jet
of steam until every portion has been effectn-

| ally subjected to the action of the same, by
which means I am enabled to completely re-

Store and renovate faded crapes, laces, and

other analogous fabrics, to cleanse them, to

bermanently fix the desired color, restore their
original freshness, and preserve their beauty.
~ As has been before stated, the shellac or
other stiffening-gum employed, which is insol-
uble in water, is not affected by the action of
the steam, and is left upon the surface of the
fabric and serves to accomplish some of the
important functions set forth, namely, the
freshness of its color, and impartin g a stiffness

‘to the fabrie.

The drying of the fabric prior to the steam-

Ing action is an important feature, for the rea-

son that the shellac or stiffening-gum, while
drying, will run in spots over the fabrie, and

| the steam-jets melt the same, and cause it to

spread evenly and uniformly over the fabric,
and ecrimping the crape, and the shellac re.
taining it in such crimped condition. o
~ The important and essential feature of my
process consists in, first, preparing the solu-
tion of alcohol and shellae, and then prepar-
ing a second and independent solution from
the first named, composed of the dye-stuff,
vinegar, and water, thoroughly dissolving the
dye-stuff in the same, and then bringing the
two solutions together, whereby the alcoholic

solution can be thoroughly incorporated with

the dye-stoff solution,owing to the presence of

| theacid in the vinegar, such steps bein g essen-

tial to form the immersing-bath, for otherwise
the British ink-powder or dye-stuff, which con-
tains a large percentage of suiphate of iron,
could not be dissolved and incorporated with

the alcohol. - | |

gredients ‘mentioned can and are thoroughly | If desired, when the dye-stuff is compose




2

partly of a gum, I-can dispense with the shel-
lac in the alcohol, but otherwise the process is
the same. | - |

It has heretofore been proposed to make a
solution in which to immerse erape and lace
preparatory to subjecting them to the action
~of steam, composed of alcohol, British ink-
powder, and shellac; but I have found by ex-
periment that such is not practical, for the
“reason that the British ink-powder, owing to the
presence of a large percentage of sulphate of
iron, cannot alone be dissolved in aleohol, and
such I therefore disclaim. |

What I claim, and desire to secure
ters Patent, 18—

The within-deserl

by Let- '}

bed process of renovating

194,264

and restoring crape, lace, and other analogous
fabrics—that is to say, ilnmersing or saturat-
ing the same in a solution of alcohol, shellac,
vinegar and water, and dye-stuff, prepared in
the manner hereinbefore set forth, then wring-
ing out and drying the fabric, and finally sub-
| jecting it to the action of steam, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. o

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1m-
provementin processesfor restoringcrape, &e.,
as above deseribed, I have hereunto set my
hand this 13th day of July, 1877.

| 7 EVA B. REID.

|

|

S

‘Witnesses:
J. H. GIFFORD,
JNO. E, CONNOR.
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