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IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FENCES.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN G. SUTTON of
Rockport, in the county of Atchison and State
of Mlssoum, have invented a new and valuable
Improvement in Portable Fences; and I do
 hereby declare that the followmg is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construc-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing bad to the annexed dxa,wmg&., making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a plan view of my fence, and Fig.2is a se(,
tional detail view of the same. HFig. 3 is
front elevation, and Fig. 4 is a sectional de-
tail view. |

This invention has relation to 1mpr0vements
in portable fences; and the nature of the in-
vention consists in the novel construction and
arrangement of the parts forming a fence, as
will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, A A’ designate
the posts of my improved fence, the former
being those which are designed to be placed

at the corners, and the latter those which sup- | a

port the panels constituting the continuation
These posts are, in cross-section,
~ of trapezoidal form, and a number of converg-
- 1ng mortises, %, equal to that of the panel-
boards designed to be used are cut therein,
into which mortises are passed, from oppoblte
sides of the posts, tenons on the ends of pan-
el-boards B, Whlch are subsequently keyed
into pOSIthIl by means of wedges a.

In practice it will not be necessary to use
the wedges with all the boards constituting a
panel, it being deemed sufficient to key the
top and bottom rails; or, where the fence is of
unusual height, an 1ntermedlate rail may also
be keyed or wedged to the posts, since, so
long as the said rails are held to their engage-
ment with their posts, they will maintain the
others in position. By this means the panels
constituting the contmuous fence w1ll describe |

a serpentine or zigzag line, thereby broaden-
ing the base of each pair of panels, and ren-
dering them in a very great degree self-sup-
porting; but, as in certain situations they
will be much exposed, I propose to further

brace them against being upset by means of '

stays 5, applied alternately inside and outside
throughout the length of the fence, except at
the corners, where they will be unnecessary.
These st&ys are of wood, and they are driven
into the ground with thelr upper pointed ends
engaged in an eyebolt, ¢, or in a notch cut in-
to the said posts for their reception.

Corner-posts A will be made with their
mortises at various angles to each other, so
that the panels, of which they sustain one end,
may coniorm to the angles of a space intended |
to be inclosed, and the boards, in lieu of be-
Ing passed mto the said corner-posts from op-
posite sides, as 1s the case in the continuation
of the fence, are passed therein from the same
side, forming an acute, obtuse, or right angle
with each other, as the case may be.

In lien of (.,uttmﬂ mortises ¢ in posts A A/
as above descmbed I may, if I so eleet, sub-
stitute converging grooves cut 1n the converg-
ing sides of the said posts, which grooves will

‘then be covered by a facing- stud, d, with the
same etfect.

What I claim as new, and desu:e to secare

by Letters Patent, is—
A portable tence eoumstmg of the post Al

‘having the converging mortises 2 and. eyeboltb

¢, the posb A, having converging mortises 4,
the panel-boards B, and the pointed stay-rods
S, substantially clb and for the purpose set

forth F. |
In testimony that I claim the d,bove I ha,ve

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
- J OHN G. SUTTON.
Witnesses: | |
J. H. SHEPPERSON,
J. W. BLEVINS.
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