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| _:-To au fwhom it may coneern: . - -
- Be it known that I, J. KIRK SOMES. of
| 'bprmgﬁeld in - the county of Hampden, and
In the State of Massachusetts, have mvented |
 anew and useful Improvement in Dry-(zoods.
~ Rollers ; and I do'hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact ‘description -
- thereof, reference bemg had to the accompa-
- nying drawmgs, makmg a p&rt of thls specl
- fication, in which— - |

FFICE-:

JOHN K SOMES OF SPRIN(:FIELD MASSA(JHUSETTS ASSIGNOR TO HIMbELF
o AND L R WAITE OF SAME PLAGE D

lMPROVEMENT N MACHINES FOR ROLLIN.GDRV;G_OODS. -

' | Speclﬁcatmn formmg p&rt of Letters Pa,tent No 194,1 14, dated August 14, 1877 appllcatlon ﬁlad

J une 8 1877

Flgure 1is a per&pectwe view of my 1m

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section thereof.

Fig. 3 is a front view of a se(,txon ot the de

vice.

The larger portion of dress goods recewed

' by the retail dealers come folded in yard folds,
~ and tied up. On their receipt they are marked

with the price they are to be sold for, and

~ each piece isunfolded and rolled upon a board

in a firm and compact roll, in order ‘to remove
wrinkles, and preserve the goods in perfect
condition, the goods being measured at the
same time, when desired. To do this, the
clerk opens the piece, and, placing it on one
end of the counter, takes hold of one end of
the goods, and deb out several yards along

the top of the counter to the other end. He

then piles two or three pieces of goods on the
piece which he is to roll, in order to give the
necessary tension. He then pla(,es the board
at the end of the goods which he has drawn
out, and begins to roll the goods. Ashe rolls,
the goods do notuntold from the original piece,
but said piece, together with the pieces piled
thereon, is drawn along over the top of the

counter to the end where the clerk stands
rolling, the welght of the goods piled upon

the original plece preventing the unfolding
thereof,and giving tension to the goods being

rolled, Whlch tension 18 necessary in order to |

take out wrinkles, and make the goods roll
closely. When the original piece is drawn to
the operator he carries it back to the place
from which it started, draws out another
counter length, replaces the weighting pieces,
and continues to roll, dragging the original

piece, with its weighting pieces, toward him, |

My mventlon i8 de&gned for the ube of re-
tail dry-goods merchants. S
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‘the rolhng of the piece is completed.

.I‘ -

‘piece or parcel is from forty to seventy yards

.the counter.

-as before. The 0perat1011 is repe&ted until

Aseach

in length this process is very slow and te-
dious. - Moreover, the clerk is frequently re-

| quired to gather up the goods and put them

aside, to give room to show other goods to

| customers, these interruptions. makmg the

process very troublesome.

The object of my invention is to provide a
| simple, portable,and convenient device which
proved dry-goods roller as seen when in. -use.

may be placed at any point on the counter
when desired for use, without requiring to be
attached thereto, by the aid of which this pro-

| cess of rolling the goods may be greatly sim-

plified, and a perfect tension secured for pro
ducing a compact roll.

The ‘invention consists of a fra,me or of
brackets attached to a base or bed, and sup-
porting a pair of rolls, so arranged that the

goods passforward over the rolls, back, and un-
der the base, said frame being pmwded with

downwardly-projecting arms, which project
over the edge and press against the side of
Both the base and its arms are
provided with rubber strips or shoes, to give
the necessary friction to hold the dewce n
place without other fasiening.

carried about at will, and placed at any point
on the counter or table where wanted, and
used without farther adjustment than the

placing of it in position, and without fasten-

ings, a8 hereinafter more fully set forth. |
The same lefters of reference are used in all
the figures in the demgnatmn of "identical
parts.
A in the drawings represents the brackets

or frame attached to the base D, and provid-

ed with the downwardly- prq]ectlng arms A,

‘which project over. the edge of the couuter

and prevent the device from sliding forward
as the goods are drawn through it. |
The brackets A support the main roller B

and the smaller roller orbar C. The brackets
A are provided with inwardly-projecting lips |

| or flanges b, just above the base board D.
These lips serve to hold the parts more firmly

‘together, and keep the base from warping.
The roller B is provided w1th metal caps

The whole
i constitutes a portable device, which may be
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is then lifted, and the goods drawn under

- the piece is completed. The passage of the |
goods through the machine removes wrin- |

having pms or stems, and 18 removable from l
the frame at will alter the manner of a shade-
roller. The stem on one end is set into the
socket a/, and the stem on the other end is
dropped 1111;0 the open bearing a. The edge
of the base board D is rounded, as shown. |
This board rests flatly over the counter ,being
slightly raised therefrom by rubber or felt

strips f, which are placed at each end on the |
under side, leaving a space, d, for the cloth
to pass under the board. The inner surface

of the arms A’ are also faced with rubber.
These rubber strips prevent the maehinefrom
scratching or marring the eounter, and add
friction, which helps to keep the machme sta-
tlonary :

G represents the counter or table on which
the machine is placed when in use. The ma-
chine when in use is placed on one side of the
counter, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the

goods to be rolled are placed on a stool or a |
. paper on the floor near by. The goods are

then drawn up and forward over the rolls C
and B, and passed back under the same to the
inner edge of the baseboard D. The machine

said base D. The clerk then takes the board,
on which the goods are to be rolled, and be-
gins to roll at the opposite side of the coun-
ter, being enabled to proceed continuously,

Wlthout changing position, until the rolling of

kles, and securesa perfect tension for produc-
ing a compact roll. As the goods are drawn
through the machine the latter-is firmly held
to the counter. |

In taking account of stock, as’is genemlly
done twice a year, each plece has to be un-
rolled, measured, and rolled up again. My
mventlon 18 Very useful at such times.

The base D may be made SOlld as shown,

-or in skeleton form.,

What is claimed as the IIIVelltIOD 18—

1. A portable device for aiding in the roll-
ing or folding of dry-goods, consisting of a
frame supporting rollers or bars, in combina-
tion with arms projecting downward over
the edge of the counter, the said rollers and
arms being arranged as described, whereby
the web of cloth, in passing through the de-

-vice, holds the same to the counter, substan-'

tially as described.

2. A device for aiding in the rollmg or fold
ing of dry - goods, consisting of a base, D,
brackets or frame A,and rollers B C, the said
base being sllghtly raised from the table,

‘whereby the cloth which is passed forward

over the rollers, turned back, and passed un-

der the base, is subjected to the requlslte ten-

smn, substantially as deseribed.
dJ OH’\T KIRK SOMES.

| Witnessés :
~ FRED SEFTON,
GUSTAVUS ABBOTT.
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