CW. E. WHARTON.
THIEF_A.ND ROBBER TRAPS.
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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM E. WHARTON, OF LAWSON, MISSOURL.

IMPROVEMENT IN THIEF AND ROBBER TRAPS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. # 93,930, dated July 31, 1877; application filed
| August 10, 1875.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WM. B. WHARTON, of
Lawson, in the eounty of Ray and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and Improved
Thiet and Robber Trap; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the same.

The object of my invention is to provide for
ase 1n banks, stores, &c., a thief or robber
trap, so constructed that it may be tripped by
the cashier, proprietor, clerk, or other person
statloned behind the counter, or in any other
convenient place, and thereby precipitate the
thief or burglar into the cellar or apartment
below. -

Referring to accompanying drawings, Fig-
ure 1 1s a cross-section of my improved trap ;
Fig. 2, a longitudinal section ; and Fig. 3, an
inverted plan view.

The tilting sections A A constitute that part
of the floor of a banking-room which is in
front of the counter B. |

Hach section A is pivoted on g cross-rod, a,
and provided with a counterbalance-weight, b.
The inner or adjacent ends of the sections are
supported by the long horizontally-placed le-
vers G G, which are pivoted to the floor at d,
and whose free ends work in gunides e, and are
provided with friction-rollers .

.When the levers are in the position shown
in full lines, Fig. 3, the sections A rest on
the rollers f, and are hence fixed or immova-
ble. |
The levers are held in that position by
means of toggle-arms E and a brace, F, Fig.
2, which is pivoted to the floor beneath the
counter B, and whose free end engages a pin
or stud, g, projecting from the joint of the tog-
gle-arms. .

It is obvious that if the brace F were with-
drawn or turned aside the toggle-arms E, hav-

ing no longer a support, would allow the le- |

vers U to spread apart, and thus in turn allow

the sections A to tilt on their pivot-rods «.
As a means for tripping the brace F, I em-

ploy a weighted cord, H; which is divided

Into two parts, & #/, one, h, being attached to |

]

| the téggle-joint, the other to the brace, IMig. 2,

A kuot, ¢,is formed in the part h, for the pur-

‘pose of preventing the same drawing through

the noteh or open slot in the end of the trip-
per 1. The latter is a metal plate or bar piv-
oted to the floor beneath the counter B. |

It will be seen that when the tripper I is
turned to one side the knot ¢ will be drawn
out of the noteh in the end thoreof, and the
weight attached to the lower end of cord H
thereby allowed to fall and. trip the brace F,
and also draw down the toggle-arms, thereby
forcing asunder the levers C . As a conse-
quence of thus removing the support of the
levers C from the sections A A, they will tils
and precipitate any one standing thereon into
the cellar or apartment below. It is hence
within the power of the cashier, clerk, or other
person having access to the tripper I, to tilt
the sections A whenever a robber has gained
access tothe bank or store, and thus precipitate
him into a place of secure confinement with-
out incurring the danger of personal encoun-
ter and injury. . '

It is obvious that the tripper I might be op-
erated by means of a cord leading to any
other room or part of the bailding. -

What I claim is— -

1. In combination with the tilting Hloor-sec-
tions, the pivoted levers and toggle-arms, said
levers being arranged horizontally and paral-

lel to the sections, and supporting the adja-

cent free ends of the latter, substantially as
shown and described.

~ 2. In combination with the levers for sup-
porting the floor-sections and the toggle-arms,
the pivoted brace and trip-cord, substantially
as desecribed.

J. In combination with the toggle - arms,
pivoted brace-levers C, and tilting floor-sec-
tions, the notched tripper and knotted weighted
cord, substantially as shown and deseribed.

WILLIAM E. WHARTON.

Witnesses: - |
J. PORTER CUMMINGS,
JOHN HURT. .
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