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- Zo all whom it may concern; !
- Be it known that I, ANson L. BEARDSLEY,
oi Fairport, in the connty of Monroe and State
of New York, have invented a niew and valua- |
ble Improvement in Gravitating Gate and
Door Fasteners; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tior of the construction and operation of the
Same, reference being had to the annexed draw-
ings, making a part of this specification, and |
to the letters and figures of reference marked |
thereon. . -

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of a fence-gate with my im proved latch ap-

casing detached, and Fig. 3 is an edge view
of the same. | | o |
This invention has relation to devices for
- fastening gates and doors; and it consists in
the construction and novel arran gement of the
concave guard-case, open at the side, and the
pear-shaped gravitating-lateh, pivoted within
the case, and having a broad shelving pro- |
- Jecting face extending from the margin of the
~ side opening, as hereinafter shown and de-
‘scribed. . A
~ The object of this invention is to provide a
durable auntomatie latch which will have a
bearing of greater vertical than lateral ex--
tent, and a limited, but sufficient, throw. It

I8 composed of two strong castings, to which 3

- may be added a spring, to quicken the fall of
the swinging latch in light work. ;

In the acecompanying drawings, the letter |
A designates the case or sheath, which also
acts as a protection for the inclosed lateh,
and as a guard to prevent it from being raised
or disarranged by accident. In form the case
‘18 like a qumarter of a pear, and it is concave
on its under side, and open ‘laterally, as
shown in the drawings, for the reception of
~ the latch B. This sheath is provided with
- Suiltable lugs a for the attachment of fasten-
Ing-screws, and it is notched at b for the pas-
sage of the handle of the lateh., A perfora-
tion or recess, ¢, is formed in the outer wall
of the case for the reception of the journal |
‘projection 4 or pivot of the latech. The lateh B |
18' also pear-shaped, consisting of a neck por-
tion, ¢, and a solid enlarged lower portion or
body, having a beveled and rounded tace, f, I

which shelves outward gi'a;dually. from the mar- -

gin of the side opening of the inclosing-case,

‘and is terminated by the plane rear face g of

the latech. - | S

The swell of the latch is turned in the op-
posite direction from that of the case, and
sufficient play for the latch is provided in the
case, 80 that when it is pressed upon by the

‘edgeof the gate, it will recede within the case

and allow the gate to pass, after which it will

return to its first position, projecting suffi-
ciently to lap over the edge of the gate and

hold it securely.

In order to prevént'the latch from s;wing-_
ing too far outward, it is provided with a

shoulder, %, or stop, designed to abut against
a corresponding shoulder or ledge, I, of the
case. . -

A handle, £, is formed on the latch, and
projects through the notch b in rear, where it
may be easily reached, although out of the
way of accident. o
- Sometimes it may be found advantageous

to apply a spring Letween the latch and the

case-wall, as indicated at s. In this construc-

| tlon a recessed seat is usually made in the
case-wall for one end of the spring, and a spur

provided on the latch to engage with its other
end, whereby its bearings are fixed so that it
cannot readily get out of order. =

new ; hence I do not broadly claim such in-
veution. - | -

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the concave sheath
A, open at the side, of the swinging latch B,
swelling out from the margin of the side open-

ing, substantially as specified.

2. The combination, with the notched and .

concave sheath A, of the .swinging latch B,
having the handle & and the spring s, sub-
stantially as specified. |

In testimony that I claim the .above 1 have

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses, R

~ ANSON L. BEARDSLEY.

- Witnesses: ' - :

' S, H. BUSHNELL,
CHAs. H. HOWE.

1 am well aware that a swinging latch is not
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