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- cord or wire T,

~ ing through the slot.

o through the bottom of the
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PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK L. BARTLETT AND WILLIS I BICKFORD, OF PORTLAND, MAINE.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOW-CASES.

B Speaiﬁcatiﬁn forming part of Letters Patent No. 192,855, _datéd J uly-IO,:1877'; application filed
- | - April 28, 1877. |

To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that we, FRANK L. BARTLETT
~ and WILLIS I. BICKFORD, of Portland, in the
- county of Cumberland and State of Maine,

invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Show-Cases for Cigars; and

we do hereby declare that the following is a
~fall, clear, and exact description thereof, that
will enable others skilled in the art to which
It appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
Ings, forming a part of this specification, in
- which— B
Figure 1 is a transverse section of an im-
~proved case; Fig. 2, a detail showing the
- 8pring and bolt; and Fig. 3 is a transverse
section of a case. showing another device for
effecting the Same purpose as that shown in

- Fig. 1.

It is the purpose of our invention to provide
a case for the exhibition and sale of cigars
which shall not be subject to the disadvan-

‘cally accomplish by a self-locking and auto-
- matically-opening case. Such g case may be
- constructed by the use of

Two methods of accomplishing the

“result are illustrated in the drawing. These

~of a case; A’ A/, portions of the sash for the

reception of the glass. The bottom should

- be slightly inclined toward the front of the
~counter upon which the case is
~der that the contents may be better presented

to the view of the purchaser,” B represents a,

part of the cover, which is hinged at the
back. At the front of the 1id Or cover is

‘placed the spring-bolt ¢, which is so situated

-~ a8 to enter a catch in the inner side of the

sash of the case. To this bolt IS attached the

which is carried to the back
of the lid, so that the bolt ‘may be drawn by
one standing behind the

_back. of the. case is

- 8pring, D, which is slotted at LS npper end,

- and connected with the lid by the pin I pass-

(See Fig. 2.)

- The spring D may be supplemented at itg
lower end by a coil or watch spring, if in-
-creased force is required.

In Fig. 3, J represents

| oted to the central sash of the case, passing

| case, and having
~ noteh L. The weight R is suspended by the

{ by the bolt e.

This we practi-

various mechanical

placed, in or-

gars offered to the

| . B, bolt ¢ and catch,
attached an elliptical

an arm or rod, piv-

cord or chain s, which, passing over the pul-
ley, is made fast to the lower end of the arm.
In front of the arm is fixed to the bottom of

the case the catch H, which is so placed as to

enter the notch L when the case is closed.
Another cord, T, may be connected with the
arm, and carried to the back of the cagse. A

8econd notch may, if desired, be made in the

arm below the notch I, to prevent the lid
from rising higher than required. @~
The operation of cases thus constructed
will be readily perceived. In using the case
Just described, when a purchaser approaches
the counter, the dealer, standing behind the
counter, pulls the cord or wire F, which with-
draws the bolt and allows the Spring to raise

‘the lid. ' After a selection has been made,

the lid is pushed down, and is secure] y locked
The operation of the case
shown in Fig, 3 is practically the same. A
pull npon the cord T withdraws the notch
from contact with the catch H, when the
welght carries the arm up and raises the lid.
Upon pushing down the lid, the noteh passes
under the catch, and the case is agaln locked.

It will be seen that the inconveniences and
disadvantages attending the use of the kinds

of cases heretofore in use are obviated in

cases constructed as described. It is unnec.

essary for the salesman to remove the cigars
from the

case and place them on the coun.- |
ter—a necessity with the old-form case, which
caused great injury to the cigars from fre-
quent handling. No locking or unlocking of
the case is required, while the nimber of ci-
purchaser for selection is |
only limited by the size of the case. Not
among the least of its advantages is the sav-

1ng of time effected.

What we claim as ourinvention, and Jdesire
to secure by Letters Patent of ‘the United

States, is—

The combination, in a show-case, of the lid
cord F, and slotted
spring D, or its equivalent, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth, = -
- In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands this 24th day of
April, 1877. ) - '

FRANK L. BARTLETT
| . WILLIS L. BIOKFORD.
Witnesses: . S

- MANASSEH SMITH,

Gl E- BIRJD! -
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