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To all whom it may concern: - |
. Be it known that we, DAVID MANUEL, of
Readville, in the county of Norfolk, and WIL-
L1AM T. WHITEHOUSE, of Boston, in the eoun-
ty of Suffolk, and State of Massachusetts,
have invented a Combined Handle and Sheath
for Knife-Blades and other Implements, of
- which the following is-a full, clear, and exact
description, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making part of this speci-
fication, in which— | | |
Figure 1 is a perspective view of our com-
bined handle and sheath with the knife-blade
inclosed therein. Fig.2 is a section through
the center of the same, IFig. 3 1s a perspec-
tive view, representing the blade drawn out
of its sheath in a position ready for use. Iig.
4 is a central section through the same. Fig.
- b is a section representing the blade within
the sheath, the spring-catch for locking the

blade in place being shown In a position to |

allow of its sliding out; Fig. 6, transverse
section on the line z x of Fig. 2.

To provide a knife-blade or other implement
with a handle, which may also serve as a
sheath for it to slide in when not in use, and
by which the blade or implement may, by the
application of one hand only, be instantly
brought out and locked in a position ready
- for use, is the object of our present invention,
which consists in a combined handle and
sheath, provided with a spring-catch, held at
or near its middle, and having a projection
at each end, for retaining the blade when open
or closed, the pressure of the thumb upon the
spring causing.it to release its hold on the
blade to admit of the latter being slid out or
in, after which the pressure is removed, and
the blade or other implement locked in the
required position. |

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand and use our invention, we will proceed
to describe the manner in which we have car-
ried it out. S ~ |

In the said drawings, A is a knife-blade,
provided at its heel with a circular hole, a,
extending through i6t in the direction of 1its
thickness. This blade fits into a socket or
receptacle, B, -of rectangular form in cross-
section, Fig. 6, which serves the double office

1 of a handle and a sheath therefor. Upon one

sidle of the handle or sheath, along 1ts center,
and extending longitadinally to near its ends,
is placed a flat strip, b, of spring metal, kept
in place by a bridge-piece, ¢, passing trans-
versely thereover, the strip & being provided
at or near each end with a projection, d, which
enters the hole a in the heel of the blade, and
locks it securely in place, the projection d
near the open end of the sheath or holder fit-
ting into the hole a when the blade is out,
and the projection d near the closed end of
the sheath or holder fitting into the hole a of
the blade when slid therein out of sight, the
strip b, with its projections d, serving as a
spring-catch, C, for locking the blade when
out or 1n. | | |
When the blade is within its handle or
sheath, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and it 1s
desired for use, it 1s simply necessary to press .
the thumb against the spring at or near the
point 8, at which place it is thus depressed,
while its ends are both forced away from con-
tact with the sheath or holder, (see Kig.5,)
and the rear projection. d is caused to leave
the hole ¢ in the heel of the blatde, when, by =
quick movement of the hand to the right, the
blade is thrown out till its shoulder 9 comes
against the shoulder 10 on the inside of the
open end of the sheath or handle, atter which
the pressure of the thumb is removed, and the
front projection d enters the hole a of the
blade, keeping it securely in its open position.
When the.blade is out, as shown in Figs. 3
and 4, and it is desired to return it within its
sheath, pressure is applied by the thuwmb, as
before described, which caunses the front pro-
jection d to be withdrawn from the hole a,
when, by inelining the point of the blade up-
ward, it is free to slide by its own gravity
back into its sheath or holder, where 1t is
locked and prevented from sliding out by the
rear projection d on the removal of the press-
ure of the thumb from the spring-cateh C.
Our invention is particularly useful to sea-
faring men in positions aloft, where one hand
is employed in holding fast to prevent falling,
as a knife may in such positions be conven-
ieutly opened and closed with one hand only.
From the foregoing it will be seen that by
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constructin gthe handle of aknife-blade,screw- | ¢, at or near the middle, so as to tilt each way;
driver, corkscrew, or other implement in the { and provided at or near each end with a pro-

manper herein described, we are enabled to | jection, d, engaging with the hole a, or its

dispense with the use of a separate sheath, | equivalent, in the blade A, constructed and

and space i8 thus economized, as the blade | operated substantially in the manner and for

can readily be slid therein, while at the same | the purpose set forth. | | S

time the edge of the knife is protected from Witness our hands this 7th day of Septem-

injury, and all liability of cutting the user is | ber, 1876.

thereby avoided. | ‘DAVID MANUEL.

- The projections d may be dispensed with, - WILLIAM T. WHITEHOUSE.
and the ends of the spring-cateh C may be | o "

made to fit into a recess or against a shoulder

tormed in or on the blade without departing

from the spirit of our invention. | |
What we claim as our invention, and desire P. B. TESCHEMACHER.

to secure by Letters Patent, is— | Witnesses to signature of David Manuel:
The combined handle and sheath B, with JAMES GRANT,

its double spring-catch C, held by a bridge, | GEO. I. MANUEL. -

Witnesses to signature of William T. White-
house:
N. W. STEARNS, S y
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