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UNITED STATES

WILLIAM A. WEBB, OF BROOELYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN FOLDING ARM-CHAIRS.

| Speclﬁca.tmn formmg paxt of Letters Patent No.

191,019, dated May 22, 1877 ; applwatmn filed

September 29, 1876.

To all whom it may concern:
- Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM A. WEBB of
the city of Brooklyn, county of Kings, and
State of New York, have invented certain
Improvements in Folding Arm - Chairs, of
‘which the following is a specification:
- The object of this invention is to provide
an arm-chair for the use of tourists, travelers,
and others, which, when not in use, may be
folded up into extremely.compact shape for
carriage or storage, as may be required ; and
to this end the invention consists in a novel
combination of pivoted crossed legs, hinged
back-bars, leg-brace, back-brace, seat-brace, ;
flexible fabrlc for seat and back, and {ront
¢ross-bar and spring-arms, the several parts
being so constructed and arranged that they
may be separated and turned into such rela-
tion with each other as to lie closely together,
and brought into a small bundle for trans- |
portation or storage, and on occasion be ex-
panded and arranged to form a strong and
easy arm-chair. '
Figure 1 is a side view of a chair, made ac-
cording to my invention, as expanded and ar-
ranged for use. Fig. 2 is a front view of the
same. Fig. 3 is a view of the prineipal por- |

tions of said chair when folded into a compact
bundle for storage or transportation. "Fig. 4

i8 & like view of an opposite side thereof. Fig.

5 is an end view of the chair as folded for

‘storage or fransportation, complete; and Fig.

6 is a side view of the same.

At each side of the chair is a pair of crossed
legs, A B, pivoted together by pivots a. To
the upper end of each of the legs B is pivot-
ed bars O, which constitute the side bars of
the back of the chair. Attached to the lower |
end ot one of the legs B is an oblique bar, D,
notched, as shown at b in Fig, 2, and fitting
into the intersecting angle between the legs |
A B at the opposite sides of the chair, there
being notches a’ b’ formed in said legs A B at
their angle of intersection, so that the end of
the bar D is interlocked with the said legs A
-B at said side of the chair in such manner
that the bar D forms an oblique brace, con-
necting the two pairs of crossed legs A B at
opposite sides of the chair. H 18 a back-brace,
constituted by a bar, the opposite ends of

which are pivoted to the lower extremities of

' the side bar C. of the back of the chair..

In
the top of each of said bars C is formed a deep
notch, e. F isa cross-bar, the ends of which
are notched in such manner as to be fitted
into the notches ¢ of the bars O of the hinged
back of the chair. In the upper ends of the
legs A are formed notches f, into which are
fitted the ends of a cross-bar, G. A fabric,
H, of any suitable kind, is attached at one end
to the cross-bar I, and at the other to the
cross-bar Q.

When the chair is extended and arranged
for use this fabric H is passed behind and be-
low the back-brace E, and is strained more or
less tight by the ﬁtbmg of the cross-bar F into
the notches ¢ in the top of the bars C of the
back, and into the top of the legs A, the web-
bmg thus constituting the back and seat ot
the chair.

I are the arms of the chair, made of sprmg
steel or other elastic material, attached at
their lower ends ¢ to the cross-bar G, and
with their upper or rearmost ends ﬁttlpg into
sockets h in the hinged bars C of the back,
these arms I being of such length that, when
their rearmost ends are sprung into the socket
H, the requisite bowed form will be given to
said spring to form the arms of the chair, said
arms also serving as springs to bring the parts
taut and firm.

When desired, the lower ends of each pair
of legs A B may be connected by a straining
chain or cord, m, as represented in Fig. 1, the
object of which 18 to prevent too severe a
strain being brought upon the brace B at the
point where it intersects with the legs A B at
one side of the chair, and also to prevent un-
due strain upon the parts in other respects.

‘The parts being arranged as just hereinbe-
fore set forth, the chair is in position and con-
dition for use

When it is desired to fold the chair, the up-
per or rearmost ends of the spring-arms 1 are
sprung out of the sockets H, and the ecross-
bars (x and F are detached from the legs A
and the hinged bars C, respectively, the arms,
the cross-bars G ¥, and the fabric H being
detached or taken away from the other parts
of the chair. This done, the hinged bars C
are turned upon their hinges M, by which they -
are attached to the upper ends of the legs B,



until said bars are brought substantially par-
allel with and against the legs B.  The legs
B and A are then turned upon the pivot a

until they are bronght parallel with each other.
The two pair of legs, with the bar C hinged
thereto, and folded in position, as just de-
scribed. are thenbrought close together, with
the oblique brace D and the back-brace E also
turned into the position parallel therewith, as
represented in Fig. 4. This done, the spring-
~arms I are turned into a position parallel with |
the cross-bar (, and laid upon the folded
parts, comprising the legs A B and bars-C,
&e., and the fabric H is wound around the
Whole until it encircles and incloses the same,
sald fabrie, for convenience, being furnished

at suitable points with buckles a4 and tongues

b, by which it éan be tightly drawn around

and buckled fast upon the mclosed folded-
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parts hereinbefore described, as ‘represented'
in Figs. 5 and 6. When thus folded the en-
tire ehair occupies very little space, and may

‘be readily transported from place to place.

What 1 claim as my invention is—

The folded chair, comprising the pivoted
crossed legs A B, the hin ged back-bars C, the:
oblique leg- brace D, the ecross-bar or top
brace I, the brace E the flexible fabric H,
and front Cross-bar Gr and spring-arms I, ar-
ranged to spring mto the socket H in the
hinged side bar O of the back, the whole con-
structed and combined for use and operation
substantially as and for the purpose herein
set forth

WILLIAM A. WEBB.
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