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IMPROVEMENT IN WAITER CALLS OR SIGNALS.

i

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 190,511, da

ted May 8, 1877; application filed

March 2, 1877.

Zo all whom it may concern : |
Be it known that we, GEORGE R. OSBORN,
of Hast Orange, Essex county, State of New
Jersey, and BENJ. A. DRAYTON, of the city
and State of New York, have jointly invented
~an Improved Waiter Call or Signal, of which
the following is a specification : ) l
- My invention relates to waiter calls or sig-
nals for use in saloons, gardens, and dining-
rooms, where there are a great number of ta-
bles, and, consequently, the call, bell or other
sound only an element of confusion.
The call consists in the elevation or unfold-
ing of a signal object at a sufficient height,
and of' distinctive color or appearance, above
the heads of the persons sitting at the table
‘to readily catch the eye of the waiter. The
- signal is made apparent by a simple motion
of the hand of the sitter, and is as simply low-
ered by the waiter while taking the order, thus
saving time and perplexity to caller and waiter
and avoiding confusion to all, the whole form-
ing a portable apparatus and an ornament to
the table.

The Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 are elevations of

four calls, essentially the same in their parts
and in their offices, varying only as naturally
| suggested to the mind of the mechanic, to
- produce different grades of the same article.
The upper parts of Figs. 1, 3, and 4 are shown
1n section. | | |
- Like parts are indicated b
reference.

Fig. 1—A, the base; B, the standard, hol- |

low, and secured to the base; O, cap of the
standard, as also a receiver for the pulleys a

a, over which run the cords b b, one end of

which are attached to the head D of the ele-
vating sliding or piston rod E, the other ends
to the handles F F. These handles are
weighted to balance D E G; G, the signal

object placed on the upper end of the rod E—

1n thi

-

§ case a ball, which, when depressed, is

incased in the sheath H; 1, the set-knob ; ¢,
a short piece of tube, the lower end of which
18 screwed into the cap C, and through which
the rod E passes. Upon it, and near the up-
-per end, is screwed a nut, d, which secures

y like letters of

y the shells ¢ £ in place. The shells ¢ are sim-
ply coverings of the working parts for a short
distance down from the upper end of the tube
¢. It is reduced in size to allow the sliding
{ hinge g to slip freely upon it, and to which the
two hemispherical shells forming the sheath
H are hinged at their lower edges. % is a pin
in tube ¢, which limits the movement of the
sliding hinge g, which, with the upper edge of
the shell f, limits the opening of the sheath H.
Kig. 2—-the same arrangement simplified. -
The standard B is a solid rod. The piston-
head D slides on it, and the rod E passes
through the cap C. The signal is a disk; the
sheath, two disks united at their lower edges.
One pulley-cord and weighted handle only
are used. The figure 8 appears on the signal,
or any other distinctive mark might be used
to indicate the table signaling. |
Fig. 3 shows a ball-signal and no sheath.
The handle F in this case is made to perform
its part as a detent or pawl, holding in reten-
tion the spiral spring j. | |
Fig. 4—the signal G is unfolded as a fan
when raised through the medium of the fin ger

|

links % %, they being hinged at one end to the
cap U, and at tha other ends to the outer
‘edges of the fan-signal G. The signal is re- -
turned to the sheath H by a downward move-
| ment of the rod E, gathering the fan as it is
drawn into the taper hole in the cap C.

Operation: To raise the signal, with the
thumb and finger on T, press downward in
Figs. 1 and 2, and upward in Kigs. 3 and 4.
To lower the signal, the waiter will, in all,
press down on set-knob T. |

In Figs. 1, 2, and 4 the force applied is di-
rect to etfect the raising of the signal.

In Fig. 3 the force applied is to liberate the
spring’ j, which raises the signal.

The dotted lines show the position of mov-
able parts when the signals are raised.

The ¢“lazy-tongs” principle,taking the place
of standard and elevating-rod, might be em-
ployed to raise the signal; but we have con-
sidered its cost as against its practicability.

We do not claim as new the use, simply, of

i

piece or sleeve F, rod K, and the holdback-
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ball, disk, or fan, as signal objects; nor the | ject G, operated by suitable mechanism, sub-

‘use, simply, of a spiral spring for impelling a stantially as and for the purposes shown and
piston-rod ; nor of balancing-weights as an described.
accessory in meehanical movements. GEORGE R. OSBORN
We claim the invention, as a new article of | BENJ. A DRAYTON '
manufacture— o | .- T |
The portable sight waiter call or signal, Witnesses :
consisting, essentially, of the base A, stand- | . E. J. B. GUNNING,
ard B, elevating-rod E, and vertex signal ob- ! HARRY W. LAWRENCE.
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