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IMPROVEMENT m FOSTAGE AND REVENUE STAMPS.

. Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 13 0,&76, dated May 1,1877; application filed
| March 17, 1877.

To all whom it mav concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES SANGSTER, Of
the city of Buffaloe, in "the county of KErie and
State of New York, have invented certain

‘hew and useful Improvements in Postage or

other Stamps, which improvements are ifully
set forth and described in the following speci-

- fication and accompanying drawing,in which—

Figure 1 represents a postage-stamp partly
finished. Fig.2 represents a finished stamp;
and Fig. 3 represents the stamp as it would

-appear after the removal, or attempted re-

moval, of the canceling-ink by the process
known as ¢ washing,” for the purpose of fraud-
ulent reuse.

My invention is demgned for postage, reve-
_ 1ts object is to pre-
vent the washing or otherwise cleaning of the
stamps after cancellation; and it consists of
a postage or other stamp having the printed
surface composed of two or more different ma-
terials, one kind of which is without color,
and of itseif is never intended to show any, or
be visible, and is capable of absorbing water

only to such an extent that it will stand near-

ly as much rubbing to remove the postage-
stamp printing-ink above it as would be re-
quired to remove the canceling -ink, which

may reach the paper through the numerous

interstices between the lines of the printing-
ink which forms the stamp, and the first or
soluble material, the other kind being the or-
dinary printing- mk used for that purpose, or
other oily or resinous ink.

The first or soluble material is printed,
ruled, or otherwise placed upon the paper, in
stra,ight, wavy, circular, parallel, or irregular
lIines, or in small dots, covering as much of
the surface of the stamp as may be desired ;

form of designs, if necessary, after which the
usual postage or other stamp design, or its
equivalent for the purpose, is printed thereon
by means of the well-known printer’s ink . for
that purpose, or ‘any other suitable oily or
resinous ink, the object being to so make the
face of the stamp that when an attempt is
made to wash or rub out the canceling-ink
mark, the soluble material will easily dissolve,
and allow those portions of the stamp printed

{

with ordinary or oily printing-ink overlaying
it to be washed out, so as to expose the paper
below it, while those parts which do not over-
lay the first material, and are consequently 1n
direct contact with the paper, remain, thereby
leaving only parts of the oily ink, and effect-
ually destroying the appearance of the stamp.

A in the drawing represents lines printed
or otherwise placed on the face of the stamp
in the soluble material. These lines are with-
out color, and are not intended to be visible.

This is the first operation, and prepares the
paper to receive the printing of the postage-
stamp design with the ordinary printing-ink
used for that purpose. The interstices be-
tween these lines afford openings both for the
printing:ink and the canceling-ink employed
to reach the paper, and thereby become more
firmly fixed.

This arrangement also affords greater fa-
cilities for the water, or its equivalent, to pass
through the numerous interstices or openings
between the lines to reach the soluble mate-
rial, and undermine those parts of the oily ma-
terial or ink overlying the lines of the said

soluble material when an attempt 1s made to.
wash the canceling-marks off.

The soluble material cmployed may be made
with water and gum-arabie, starch, gelatine,
dextrine, or other equivalent material for the
purpose. Sugar or other similar matter may

| be added to increase its affinity for water, if

required; but it should not be too selmtwu,
so as to be affected by the least moisture,
enough only of such material being mixed
with the water to insure it= ranning or print-
ing well, and the removal of the portions ot

‘the oily ink while the canceling-ink is being
“washed off.
or said lines or dots may be arranged in the |

If desired, any particular part of the stamp
may be made to wash out, so as to show the
word ¢ canceled,” or figures, numbers, or the
amount of the stamp.

I am aware that it is not new to provide
and cover the face of a stamp with a coating
of soluble material or size, or other material
solublein water,and removed by moisture and
friction, upon which a design is printed in car-
bon or ordinary printing-ink, as illustrated,
for instance, in the patent granted to L. 1.
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G. Ebhrhardt, August 1 1876 &nd such I do | rest upon the lines of the soluble material, ma,y

not claim, broad]y, but

What I claim is—

A postage or other stamp, one surface of-
which 1s provided or printed with a series of
fine lines or dots in a colorless material, solu-

ble in water, and over or on which resbs the ]

desired demgn printed in ordinary printer’s
ink, whereby such portions only of the print-
ing-ink lines composing such. design, which

be removed by the application of a hqu1d and

rubbing with a force sufficient to remove, or

-partly remove, the ink which may be used in
the cancellation of the stamp, subst&ntmlly
as and for the purposes -described.
- JAMES SANGSTER
Wltnesses
GEO0. H. DUNBAR,
C..L./POND. - |
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