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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, NIcHOLAS WILSON, of
Becket, in the couiity of Berkshire and State
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
and useful Improved Treatment of Hides and
Skins in the Process of Tauning, of which the
following is a specification:

-This invention relates to the treatment of
the hides or skins of animals, &ec., in the pro-
cess of tanning them; and consists in treat-
ing the hides or skins, after they have been
subjected to the action of lime in the lime-
pits in the usual mauner, to a solution or com-
pound substantially as hereinafter deseribed.

In this invention the hides or skins are first
subjected to the action of lime,in the usual
manner. When so properly treated,:they are
removed from the lime-pit and placed in a
tank or reservoir containing the following so-
lution: Two (2) bushels of wheat or ground
barley.; fifty (50) pounds of chloride of sodi.
um or common salt; three (3) pounds of salt-
peter; three (3) pounds of sulphate of mag-
nesia or Epsom salt; three (3) pounds of sul-
- phuric acid, these ingredients being thorough-
ly mixed with about five (5) or six (6) barrels
of water, or sufficient water to cover, when in
the tank, about one hundred and fifty hides or
skins.

After being placed in this solution, if they
are not agitated in any manner, then the
hides or skins should remain in the solution
about thirty-six (36) hours; but if the sola-
tion and the hides or skins are in a tank pro-
vided with a wheel, &c., for stirring or agi-
tating them, then about five hours will be
sufiicient for the proper action of the solution.

When thus treated, as above described, the
hides or skins are removed from the tank con-
taining the solution, and placed in the bark-
liquor, when the usual and well-known pro-
cess of tanning them is continued.

The action of the above solution upon the
hides or skius is such that the lime is entirely
and completely removed, and does not destroy
or reduce, or even in the least injure, the glu-
tinous matter, which is so necessary and es-
seutlal to be preserved to properly tan the
hides or skins. Also, the action of the tank-
liquor in the tanning process is considerably
bastened, less labor is required, and the leath-
er produced is much heavier, tougher, and of
better stock, and is in every way a superior
article to that produced by the process here-
tofore used in treating hides or skins.

1t i1s not intended to limit the compound or
solution to the exact proportions stated, as
they might be varied somewhat without af-
fecting the general result, although the pro-
portions as herein above given produce most
satisfactory results.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In the process of tanning hides or skins af-
ter they have been subjected to the action of
lime for removing the hair, &c., the treating
of them to a compound or solution, substan-
tially as deseribed.
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