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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEorgxz P. SHEFIIELD,

of Ontario, in the county of Wayne and State |

of New York, have made certain Improve-
ments in Horseshoes, of which the following
1s a specification :

- This invention relates to certain lmprove-
ments 1 that class of horseshoes constructed
In seetions united together in such manner as
to allow the shoe to expand or spread with

the growing hoof, the object being to so con- |

stract the joint that while the end sections
cal spread freely in a lateral direction they
will be held firmly together in a longitudinal
direction ; and it consists in a shoe, the ad-
Joining ends of the sections of which are con.
structed with semi-cylindrical pintles which

fit and work in similarly-shaped recesses, in |

combination with a series of curved lugs and
similarly-shaped recesses, the lugs working in
sald recesses in such manner that the sections
will, when iuterlocked, be free to move out.
ward laterally, in order that the shoe may
adapt itself automatically to changes in the
hoot consequent upon the growth of the same.
In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a view
of the shoe, showing the sections detached ;
Fig. 2, a view showing the opposite sides of

the shoe at the joints, with the sections inter-
locked ; Fig. 3, a view of one of the joints,
showing the parts interlocked and partly ex-
panded.

The letter A represents the central or front |

section which forms the toe of the shoe, and
B the end sections which form the heel of the

same. On the lower side of each end of the |

central section is formed a semi-¢ylindrical

recess, a, extending about half-way through |

the body of the shoe, the bottom of said recess
being formed by a semi-cylindrical bintle, b,
formed on the opposite side of the section.
The sectious B B are also formed with similar
semi-cylindrical pintles and recesses d e, the
pintle of each end

section being adapted to |

fit and work in the recess at the adjoining
end of the central section, and vice versa, On
the iuside of the central section A at each
end is formed an offset, g, in which is formed
immediately adjacent to the pintle on the up-
per side of the section a segmental recess, A,
equal in depth to the width of the pintle, and

adjoining said recess on the same side g seg
inental lug, 4, the offset terminating in a lug,
k. On the lower side of said section is formed

| @ Segmental iug, I, between the semi-cylindri-

cal recess and the lug % at the end of the off-

| Seft.

On the interlocking ends of each section B
B, ou the upper side of the same, and imme-
diately below the semi-cylindrical recesses in
the same is formed a segmental Iug, m, and
below this a segmental recess, n, which inter-
lock respectively with the segmental recesses
and lugs & and ¢ at the ends of the central
section when the sections are secured togeth-
er. Hach section B B is also provided with a
recess, p, on its inner end, in which the lug %
on the offset g fits, and with a broad seg-
mental recess, r, on its lower side, in which the
broad lug I of the offset % sets when the parts
are secured together. '

The sections B B are secured to the central
section by placing the pintles of each in their
respective recesses, the said sections B being
in a fully-expanded position. Then, upon

.contracting the said section B, the segmental

lugs and recess ‘s on the respective adjoining
sections interlock, securing the parts together
against longitudinal strains, but allowing the
end sections to freely work in a lateral direc-
tion.

As tbus constructed, it will be perceived
that the sections are formed and united with-
out the use of rivets or other detachable fast-
ening devices.

What I claim, and desire
ters Patent, is—

In combination with the sections of an ex.
panding horseshoe the sewml-cylindrical pintles
and corresponding recesses in which they fit,
and the segmental lugs and recesses adapted
to interlock with each other, the whole con-
structed and arranged to operate substantially
as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses. .

to secuare by Let-

GEORGE P. SHEFFIELD.

Witnesses:
J. R. DRAKE,
T. H. PARSONS.
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