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T'o all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, ANDREW H. HART, of
Mount Vernon, in the county of Westchester
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Barbers’ Aprons,
which improvement is fully set forth in the
following specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing. ,

The objeet of my invention is to provide an
apron which will fit closely around the neck,

- 80 as to exclude water and the snippings of
hair while the hair is being washed or cut,and

which at the same time may be easily put on,
and may be worn with comfort either by chil-
dren or adults. It isfound that my device not
only entirely excludes the anippings of - hair,
which the ordinary apron fails to do, buat that
it is more easily and quickly applied and more
comfortably worn than the usual contrivances.

It is also far more comfortable, and a better.

protection against spillings and spatterings of
water and other fluids, than are the towels

usually stuffed down and tucked around the

neck. |

The invention consists of an apron, A, of
cloth, or of rubber or other sunitable material,
provided at or near one end or in the middle,
as may be most convenient, with a broad piece
of thin and very elastic material, such as vulean-
ized india-rubber, B, secured around the edges

—

ofacorresponding openingin theapron. Inthe
center of the rubber B is a circular opening, D,
aboutfiveinchesin diameter or less. Itisfound
that an apron having an opening of only three
inches diameter may be worn with perfect com-
fort by a full-grown man. The edges of the
elastic material around the opening may be
stengthened by cementing before vulecaniza-

_tlon, or may be doubled over and valeanized,

or otherwise thickened so as to present more
surface to the neck, or the edges may be left
sharply cut. I prefer the latter form, since it
is found that the apron then fits the neck more
closely.

The apron is applied by stretching the open-
ing D and passing the rubber over the head.
It then contracts around the neck and forms
a perfect protection.

I claim as my invention—

An apron having a part of its surface of
light elastic material, and provided with a
suitable opening in the elastic portion, so that
it may be stretched to pass over the head of
the wearer and may then contract so as to fit
closely, but without too great pressure, around
the neck, substantially as-described.

ANDREW H. HART.

Witnesses:
GEO0. M. BAKER,
T. J. MAOVEY.
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