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' To all whom it may éoncern :

Be it known that I, .oUuis RICHOUX, of the
city of New York, county and State of New

" York, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Letfer-Files; and 1 hereby declare |

that the following is a clear and exact descrip-
tion, which will enable others to make and

.use my improved letter-files, reference being

had to the accompanying drawings, making
a part of this specification. |

Figure 1 of the drawings is a plan view of
my improved letter-file with the cover re-
moved. Fig. 1l 18 a sectional view taken on

line z z, Fig. L. Fig, 111 is a side view.

The nature of my invention eonsists in the
construction of an automatic letter-file, pro-
vided with a rod, to the lower part of which
a spring 1s attached, holding the letters to
the inside of the cover when the rod 1s pressed
down on the top of the letters. This rod is
guided in two slotted standards, fastened to
the outer sides of the cover, as well as to the
back of the same. To the outer sides of the

standards, and near to the top and slots, are
pivoted ratchet-bars, one to each standard,

and the teeth of these ratchet-bars mesh into
lugs fastened to the inner sides of the ends

of the beforementioned rod. The ratchet-bars

are held to the lugs by aid-springs pressing
on the back sides of the ratchét-bars, and
fastened to the back sides of the standards.

When it is required to loosen the rod in
order to place or remove letters from the file,

g g to the standards.

| the ratchet-bars are pressed back by placing

the fingers on the pins or handles fastened to
the lower parts. The rod is then automatic-
ally raised by aid of the spring fastened to
the lower side of the same. In order toagain
fasten the bar down onto the letters it is sim-
ply required to press the rod downward.

Referring to the drawings, A 1s the cover;
B B, the standards, with slots C C. D D are
the ratchet-bars, with the pinsor handles % k.
The ratchet-bars are pivoted at ¢ e¢ to the
standards. F F are the springs, fastened at
H i1s a rod, with the
spring 1 fastened to the lower side of the
same. J J are the lugs, fastened to the rod
H. The ends of the rod H are placed in the
slots C C, and the letters are placed under
the spring 1.

Having thus described my invention, 1 de-
sire to claim—

The bar H, with lugs J and spring 1, in

eombination with the ratchet-bars D, with

pins or handles £ and their springs I, stand-

ards B, with slots C and cover A, substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose set

forth.

This specification signed this 16th day of

October, 1876.

L. RICHOUX.
Witnesses:

R10HD. GERNER,
. BARRITT.
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