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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JOHN PETERSON BEA-

MAN, of the city and county of San Francisco,

and Sbate of California, have invented an Im-
proved Irrigating Attachment for Fracture-
Beds; and I do hereby declare the following

-~ to bea full, clear,and exact description thereof,

reference being had to theaccompanying draw-
ing.

My invention relates to an extension or part
of a bedstead, the object of which is to provide
a support and means for irrigating or supply-

ing a constant bath of water.to fractured and

dislocated limbs, for the purpose of preventing
inflammation of the wounded parts.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 11s a perspective view of my apparatus.
Fig. 2 1s a view of the swinging box K.

Let A represent a metallic table or bottom,
which 1s mounted upon legs B B, so that it
will stand at the ordinary height of a bedstead.
Usually, however, I will place it directly upon
the lower part of an ordinary bed. The plat-
form or table can either form a permanent part
of a bedstead, or it may be a separate device
which can be pla,ced against an ordinary bed-
stead, so that the limb of the patient can be
supported uponit. C is a board, which is sup-
ported by legs or side pieces d d across the
end of the table or platform on which the hips
of the patientrest, so as to pass across directly
A hole is made through each
end of the board C, directly over each hip of
the patient, in whlch a shallow metal box, E,
is made to fit a flange, f, which surrounds
each box-rest ¢, upon the edge of the opening,
and prevents 1t ifrom dropping through. The
bottom of each of these boxes is provided with
perforations, covering more or less surface, as
required, so that when the box is filled mth
water 1t will trickle through the perforations,
and supply a constant bath to the fractured
or diseased hip. Another box, G, which is
similar in construction and arrangement to
those above described, 1s placed in the middle
of the board, for irrigating the private parts of
the patient when required. An open-ended
three-sided box, H, 18 turned upside down up-
on the table or board A, over the upper por-
tion of the leg of the patlent and another, I,
is placed over the lower part of the leg and ioob
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" When both legs of a patient are fractured,

a set of three boxes will be placed over each
leg, as represented in the drawing. Upon
each of these boxes H 1 I place an irrigating-
box,J, which is similar to the boxes E, above

-desurlbed so that each box will contain a quan-
tityof water, which will constantly drip through

the perforations in the bottoms of the boxes
upon the wounded or fractured limb. Inside
the foot-boxes I I suspend a trough or three-
sided box, K, by means of hangers or links [,
which hook over the npper edges of the sides
of the box I. The sides of these boxes K are
hinged to the Dbottom board, so that they
can be turned down, for the purpose hereinaf-
ter described. At the extremity of this sus-
pended or swinging box I hinge a foot-board,
m, which can be turned up between the two
sides and fastened, so as to close the end of the
trough or box. The bottom board of the box
K is grooved longitudinally, to fit the limb of
the patient, and the foot-board m 1s also
grooved, to fit the foot of the patient. A cap-
piece is then arranged to slide down inside of
the foot-board and cover the upper part of the
foot of the patient, so as to keep 1t in place.
The fractured or wounded leg will then swing
easily in the box K, while the overhead per-
forated or sprinkling box will irrigate and -
keep it cool. The table A is slightly inclined
toward the foot, so that the water which drains
from the leg will be caught and conveyed to a
waste-openiug at the foot, through which it
passes, and is led through pipes O O to a ves-
sel, P, under the bed or table.

To dress, the leg, the links {, which suspend

| the box K, are released from the upper edges

of the box I, and the box 1 is removed from
the table. The box K is then lowered upon
the table, and 1fs sides are lowered so as to
leave the leg exposed. Thisis a very conven-
ient and comfortable arrangement, as it per-
mits of the limb being dressed without disturb-
ing the patient or the position of the fractured

parts. |
Under the middle of ‘the board C I make a

t hole, Q, in the table or bottom A, and a spout

or tube (not shown) connects this hole with a
vessel, S, underneath the table. This hole is
directly under the middle of the body of the
patient, and serves for allowing the patient to
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iences foraccommodating this class of patients.

evacuate his bowels. When the patient de-

sires to make water a shield or guard, T, is

placed in the hole, so as to protect the bed-
I thus provide all necessary conven-

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

- ent, 18—

1 The bed-extension or. table A inelined,
as described, and having one or more cover-

- ing-boxes, G H I, with their irrigating boxes

B J, Eubstantlally as and for the purpose de—-
scribed |

2. The table or bed- extensmn A having the
board O, the irrigating-tanks E J the boxes |

H I, arranged as descnbed the Wasteways O
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‘suspended trough K, having
‘80 as to be folded outward and havlng the
grooved foot-board m and slldmg cap-piece m,
all: arranged -to opera.te substantially as: de-
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O and vessel P at one end, and the hole Q,
fitted with a spout or tube, and vessel S at the

opposite end, substantially as aud for the pur-

pose descrlbed

3. In combination with the foot boxes I the
its sides hmged

scribed.

In mtness whereof I have hereunto set my .
_hand -

- JOHN PETERSON BEAMAN
Witnesses:

- Gro. H. STRONG, _

OLwYN T, STAQY.
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