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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BoNe¢ MooON, of the
city and county of San Francisco, and State
of California, have invented an Improved To-
bacco-Press; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates to an improved ma-

chine for compressing leaf-tobacco into plugs
or cakes, so that it can be readily cut or
shaved into what is known as “long-cut to-
bacco” for smoking purposes.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my press.
¥ig. 2 is a perspective view of the clamping-
boards. | -

A represents the base or floor upon which

the machine is constructed. B is a bench or |

table, which I secure permanently upon the
base or floor A. In ‘one end of this table I
make a vertical mortise, C, and across’ this
mortise I mount a horizontal shaft or roller,
D, the ends of which project upon each side
of the bench or table. This roller or shaft
can be variously mouanted, either by support-
'ing it in suitable holes in the sides of the
mortise, or it could be mounted in a separate
frame-work at one end of the table or bench
as a windlass.

Holes are made in each projecting end of
the roller or shaft, so that by using two short
levers, E L, one on each side of the bench, a
person can rotate the roller like a windlass,
by using alternately one lever and then the
other. |

F is a bail, which can be made of any suit-
able material, and which is secured to the op-
posite end of the bench.

The leaves of tobaceo which it is desired to
compress togéther into a plug or cake I first

place in proper order between two clamping-.

boards, h h, as represented at Fig. 2. I then
place the boards, with their intervening thick-
ness of tobacco, horizontally upon the bench
or table.

lis a long lever, one end of which is hooked
under the bail F, for a fulerum, while a draw-
cord, J, from the roller or windlass D, passes
over its opposite end. Now, by rotating the

|

| windlass, as abovedeseribed, the lever isforced

down upon the upper clamping-board until
the intervening layer of tobacco is compressed
into a solid cake, after which the lever is re-
leased, and the compressed tobacco is removed
from belween the boards. In order to now
press the edges of the plug or cake, I provide
two parallel rows of holes in the top of the
table or bench., These holes I make at a short
distance apart, and lengthwise of the_table;
and in each hole I place a stake or standard,
K, thus providing two parallel rows of stakes,
with a space between the rows equal to the
thickness of the condensed plug or cake of to-
bacco. The lever I I make thin enough to
pass edgewise between the rows of stakes.
I then drop the plug between the rows of
stakes, and compress each edge consecutively
until the plug has been pressed to the desired
form and solidity.

L L are two brace-bars, which lie upon the
table or bench, one on the outside of each row
of standards. These bars are connected to-
gether at one end by a metallic loop, M, while
their opposite ends can be drawn together by
a cord-fastening, O, as represented, thus en-
abling me to clamp thewm upon the standards,
and thus brace them. These bars can be left
upon the table when the plug or cake is being
pressed flatwise.

By this construction and arrangement I pro-
vide a cheap and effective tobacco-press for
the purpose specified.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

The brace-bars L L, connected at one end
by the metal loop M, and arranged to be com-
pressed upon the parallel rows of standards
K K by means of the draw-fastening O, in
coinbination with the bench or table B, lever
I, bale F, draw-cord J, and windlass D, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose-deseribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand and seal.
| BONG MOON.
Witnesses :

A. F. ADAMS,
T. M. JEWETT,
Jos. T. O’ BEIRNE.
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