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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, JoEN C. AYRES, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
an Improved Housing for Horse-Blankets, of
which the following is a specification: -

My invention relates to an improvement in
that partof a horse-blanket which is adapted
- to the hames, and is known as the *“housing,”
the object of my invention being to so make
the housing in two parts, and so attach the
parts to the blanket, that the latter can be
easlly applied to hames of different widths. -

Figare 1 of the accompanying drawing
shows the usual mode of making that portion
of the blanket which is fitted to the hames,
and is known as the housing, A being a strip
- of leather stitched to the fabrie B, of which
the blanket is composed, the ordinary rein-
rings @ a being connected to the strip, one
near each end-of the same, and the usual ¢ru-
ciform incisions b and b’ being made through
the leather strip and fabric. . -

In adjusting the blanket to the harnessed
horse, the cruciform incisions are applied to
the upper ends of the hame-bars, and the strip
pressed downward, so that the tour lips made
by each cruciform ineision will yield and per-
mit the passage ot the hame-bars through the
strips. (See Fig. 3.)

In order that the housing may fit properly
to the hames, the distance between the cruei-
form incisions must be equal to the distance
between the hame-bars. If the distance be-
tweeen the incisions is greater than that be-
~ tween the bars, the strip B cannot be passed
over the same without being puckered, and
the stifiness of the leather prevents this, and
renders the blanket ill-fitting. For these rea-
sons it has been the practice to sell horse-

| blankets without the housing, the latter being

atterward applied, and being made of a spe-
cial size to suit the particular hame to which
1t had to be adapted. |
In'carrying out my invention, with the view
of making a blanket with a housing which

| ¢an be easily applied to different sets of har-

ness, in-which the distance between the hame-
bars varies, I stitch, or otherwise. secure, to
the blanket two leather strips A? A2, as shown
in Fig. 2, the pieces being so restricted in

length that there shall be blanket fabric be-

tween them to about the extent shown in the
drawing.. . .

The distance -between the cruciform incis-

ions of the two strips, when the latter are
stretched apart to their full extent, should be
such that the incisions will- coincide with
hame-bars which are the greatest distance

apart from each other, so that the blanket

can be readily applied to harnessin which the
hame-bars are at a less distance apart, for the
flexible blanket fabric intervening between
the housing pieces will readily yield, and can
be puckered to the extent desired, with the
view of making the incisions accord with the
hame-bars. ' |

I claim as my invention—

The combination, with a horse - blanket, of
housing-pieces A? A? arranged apart from
each other, as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have sigued my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. -

JOHN C, AYRES.
Witiiesses: |
 HERMANN MOESSNER,
HARRY SMITH.,
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