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JOHN W. LATCHER,

OF JOHNSTOWN AS&IGNOR TO CLOTILDA N. JENKINS ”_ '

OF OONKLINGVILLE NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN WASH-BOARDS.

8pecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,553, dated December 19, 1876 ; application filed
| - November 17, 1876. |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN W. LATCHER, of
Johnstown, in the couuty of Fulton and State
of New York have invented a Wash-Board,
of which the followmg 1s a specification :

This invention relates to that class of wash-
boards which have two opposite washing-sur-
faces, and the same composed wholly of two
separate sheets of metal forming said oppo-
sitesides or washing-surfaces, and differs from
other wash-boards in having the right and
left portions of each washing-surface perfectly
flat, while the central portion is convex, or
springs from the right and left flat or plane
portions abruptly to a considerably raised or
convex corrugated surface from the top to the
lower edge of each of the two sheets of metal
composing the two opposite washing-surfaces.
The abrupt elevation in the central portion is
formed so that a bar of wood may be inserted
between the two sheets of corrugated zinc,
and at the same time permit the two flat por-
tions or the right and left portions of the two
plates to touch each other over their flat in-
ner surfaces, which gives greater stiffness
. than would be were the two plates composing
"~ the two washing-surfaces held apart by a cen-
tral bridge, and having no support between
the said plates from their centers to thelir lat-
eral edges.

Figure 1 is a vertical elevation of my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical central sectional
~view of the same, taken in the line z z, Fig. 1.
Figs. 3 and 4 are horlzontal sectional views of
my invention, taken in the line yy, ¥ig. 1,
showing the central convex surfaces.

A. A represent the uprights or standards ;
b, the cap or top piece; ¢, top grooved bar for
retammg the zinc plates d, the lower bar for
like purpose, as will be seen by reiference to
Fig. 2. -

The standards are grooved in the usual way
for the reception and retention of the two zinc
plates E F, as they both enter one groove in
each standard.

I stamp the two zine plates E E or I F in
such a manner as to receive a double-convex
or plano-convex wooden bar, (z, between them,
and at the same time admitting of a close con-

tact of the two flat or plane portions 2 of the
metal plates E F or E K, which will be more
fully understood by reference to Figs. 2, 3,
and 4.

By this form or plan of constructwu i Wlll
be seen and understood that the two plates
E E or E F afford a mutual sapport to each
other through the mediam of the wooden

| bar (.

The two opposite sheets of zinc may be cor-
rugated, as shown in Fig. 2, in conjunction
with the described central 'wooden bar ,
though, independently of said bar G, it would
not be near the diversity of the corrug&tious
on the opposite sides.

One of the sheets may be flat through its
entire length and breadth, as shown in Fig.
3 at K, in combination with the zinc plate
K, which is provided with a convex washing-
surface through its central porfion, as seen
at 7.

Both plates could not be formed like plate
F, as they would not admit the central bar G,
and consequently would not have sufficient
stiffness, nor would a wash-board so construct-
ed have the advantage of a raised washing-
surface above the lateral plates & 2, as 18 well
established.

I have merely shown that a flat sheet of
zinc may be used in conjunction with a sheet
having a convex central corrugated washing-
surface, and would therefore prefer a wash-
board having both of its faces or washing
sides provided with raised centers.

1 am aware that wash-boards are in use
having raised centers or curved plates, with

supports on their reverse side, though hav-

ing only one washing - surface, such as 1is
shown in the patent of C. C. Gridley and
C. W. Pratt, patented May 2, 1876, No.
176,733,

I am also aware that wash-boards having
two faces or washing-surfaces formed on one
piece, and the same waved or curved trans-
versely with respect fo the horizontal cor-
rugations or flutings, are also 1n use, such as
shown in L. B. Hartt’s patent, July 18, 1365,
No. 48,811, and I would therefore disclaim all
such forms of construction.
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by Letters Patent, 15— o olate the purposes speciﬁé&:_f L e
A wash-board having two separate plates _ R |
of corrugated metal, when gne or bgth of Witnesses. JOHN W. LATCHER.
said plates are stamped with a raised cen- Vitmesses: . ..
tral ‘p%rtion, i, for the reception of the double-- WARREN L. COLLAMER,” -

convex or planc-convex vertical bar G, sab-:
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