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To all whom it may concern :
Beit known that I, EDWARD M. BURCHARD,
‘of Washington city, in the District of Colum.
bia, have invented a new and useful Improve-
- ment in Can-Openers, which improvement is
fully set forth in the following specification,
- reference being had to the acecompanying
drawings. |

My invention consists of a novel form of
can-opener, for the opening of tin cans, and

which the handle is longitudinally divided,
- the two parts or sections folding and pivoted
~ together, and provided, one with a cutting-
blade, and the other with a cutting-edge, as
hereinafter more fully described and defi.
nitely claimed. Itis designed to pertorm two
distinet operations, as shown in Figures 1 and
2 of the accompanying drawing. |
In Fig. 1 my improved can-opener is repre-
sented as it is used in ripping around the edge
of a circular can. In Fig. 2 it is represented
as 1t is used in cuotting across the end of a

It is composed of a longitudinally-divided
“bandle, of which section A is terminated Dy
the knife-blade a’. Section B is pivoted upon

‘section A by the rivet C, and is provided with
- the cutting-edge 3. This implement, when
the handles are folded together, as shown in |
- Fig. 1, forms an ordinary can-opener; but

when the handles are extended, as shown in

Fig. 2, it forms a powerful and most effective
- Instrument for the purpose designed.
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As represented in Fig. 1, its operation is
precisely like that of an ordinary can-opener,
composed of a handle and knife., As repre-
sented in Fig. 2, its operation is both novel
and effective, and is essentially as follows :
The closed implement is grasped by the right
band; the cutting-blade o is then foreed
through the top of the can; section B of the
handle is then grasped by the left hand and
thrown forward until it rests upon the top of
the can, bringing its cutting-edge b’ into po-
sition for use. The downward pressare of
both hands accomplishes the desired result,
whieh is a clean shear cut | |

The substantial advantage secured by the
use of this can-opener is, that the strength of
both arms is brought to bear upon the opera-
tion with an amount of leverage double that
which may be obtained by the use of an or-
dinary can-opener.

I claim as my invention—

A longitudinally - divided handle, the two
sections of which, A and B, are pivoted to-
gether, as described, in combination with the
cutting-blade a’ and the cutting-edge ¥, all
substantially as described and shown, for the
purpose specified, - |

E. M. BURCHARD.

Witnesses:
S. B. ROANE,
D. P. CowL.
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