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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, CIIARLES T, MASON,
of Sumter, in the county of Sumter and State

 of South Carolina, have invented a new and I

Improved Cotton-Press, of which the follow-
ing is a specification:

Figure 1 is a central vertical section on line
x ¢ in Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section
on line ¥ ¥ in Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. |
My invention consists in the arrangement,
in a suitable frame, of two screws, each pro- |
vided with a right and left hand thread, and ;
two followers or platens, between which the
cotton is pressed, supported upon and moved
in opposite directions by the sald screws; the
object being to throw the entire pressure of
the tfollowers on the compressing-screws and
thus obviate the necessity of making-heavy |
and expensive press-frames, and also to in-
crease the rapidity with which the press may
be operated. |
~ Referring to the drawing, A is the irame
of the press, supported by the base-piece B,
and C € are serews journaled in the frame A,
and provided with steps in the base-piece B.
The screws C C are threaded from their cen-
ters to their ends, the upper end having a
right-hand screw-thread, and the lower end
a left hand screw-thread. 1) is the upper fol-
lower or platen, which is pivoted at each end |
on the rounded shanks of the clutches a, that
embrace the nuts 0, placed upon the upper
portion of the screws C. D is the lower fol-
lower or platen, which is rigidly attached to
clutches ¢, that embrace the nuts d on the
lower portion of the screws C. “the upper
“end of each serew is provided with bevel.
wheels e, and the shaft E, carrying the bevel- |
pinons f f and ¢ ¢, is journaled in the upper |
part of the frame A, and is capable ot sliding,
g0 as to bring either the pinious f f or g g into
~ engagement with the wheelse. By this mneaus
" the motion of the screw is reversed. A col-
lar, &, is placed on the shaft B, and a clutch,

¢, hinged to the journal-box of the said shait,

is capable of being placed on either side of
the collar, thus holding either set of pinlons
in gear, as may be required. I is a casing,
constructed of plank, and provided with mov-
able side pieces I, hinged at j, and held In
place at their npper edges by a m ovable ¢ross-

| bar, &, which extends across the fraimne A, be-

tween it and the casing I,

Cotton to be pressed is placed between
the platens D 1) while they are separated
as far as possible. The movable part of the
casing T is closed and barred, and the screws
O are rotated in the direction that causes the
platens D D’ to approach each other and com-
press the inclosed bale of cotton. The platen
D being pivoted obviates any cramping and
binding that might oceur were 1% rigidly fixed
to its elutches. It also permits the easy in-
troduction of the cotton and removal of the
bale. The bale, when compressed and tied,
is released by reversing the motion of the
screw, and opening the -hinged part of the
casing I.

It is obvious that as the entire strain of the
press is exerted longitudinally on the serews,
the frame of the press may be made lighter
and less expensive than those of ordinary eon-
struction. The platens also, being made to
approach each other by the right-and-left-
hand screws, compress the cotton with greater
rapidity than the single screws in the ordi-
nary presses.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— | |

1. The screws O, cach provided with a right
and left hand thread, in eombination with the
pivoted platen D, the rigid platen D', casing
F, and frame A, sabstantially as herein shown
and described. '

2, The hinged part I of the casing If, in com-
bination with the frame A and cross-bar £k,
substantially as shown and deseribed.

CHARLES T. MASON.

Witnesses: | '

C. dJ. HoyT,
J. E. BROWN, Jr.
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