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To all whom it may concern: | |

Be it known that I, ROBERT LOERCHER, of
the city of New York, in the county and State
of New York, have invented a new and usefal
Improvement in Tan-Bark, and process of
treating the sae, of which the following 1s a
specification: | -

This invention has for its object to prepare
tan-Lark for transportation, and for more prof-
itable use in the arts, and to protect it against
injurious atmospheric influences, especially on
sea-voyages. | | |

Tan.bark is usually transported in bulk, and
oround when and where 19 is to be used. It
is often materially injured and redaced I1n

value by atmospheric coutact, more particu-

larly by moisture. It is also, in the manner

in which it is usually transported, unnecessa-

rily bulky, as a considerable proportion of use-

less ross adheres to and 1s sent with 15,

My invention consists in orinding the use-
ful parts of the -bark hetore transportation,

then compressing the ground bark firmly into
blocks or cakes cf convenient form and size,

and in also covering or coating each block |

with a solution of tan-bark or other substance
that will prevent the air from entering the
block, and injuriously affecting the ground
bark, daring transportation or storage.”

" Upbn arrival at the place of destination, the

blocks of ground bark are reground, to be ren-
dered proper for use. I

The apparent additional expense involved
by the double grinding process is fully oftset
by the saving in cost of transportation and
the lessened liability of the bark to be injured
by moisture.

The compressed blocks can be closely packed,

and occupy, therefore, less room than the body

‘of the unground bark; they contain ounly ma-

terial actually useful in the tanning process,
and maintain such material in a proper and

desirable condition.

Another advantage of compressing the bark
is, that it is thereby brought into compact
form for regrinding, and c¢an, consequently, be

‘more readily and finely reground than ground

bark which is not compressed.

I ¢laim as my mvention—

Asan article of trade, a block of compressed
oround tan-bark coated with a solation of tan-
bark, substantially as specified. -

R. LOERCHER.

Witnesses:
ErNEST C. WEBB,

| P V.BRrIESEN.
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