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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, SAMUEL J. HARRISON,
of Boston, Suffolk county, Massach usetts, have
made an invention of a new and useful Im.
provement in Library-Chairs, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification :

The purpose of this invention is to provide |
a chair, for libraries or other apartments,
which may be readily converted into a step-
ladder, to enable access to be had to shelves
or other elevated places which are inaccessi-
ble from an ordinary chair, the purpose of my
Invention being mainly to dispense with the
use of step-ladders, as now generally practiced
in houses. |

My invention, which nowise detracts from
au ornamental appearance, consists, first, in
dividing the back of a chair horizontally, and
bringing the upper portion or fiy to the lower
portion in such manner that the upper may
be turned down into a horizontal position,
and thereby constitute a step, while the seat
of the chair constitutes a second. The lower
step 1s a sliding one, and is combined with
the lower part of the chair in such manner as,
when needed, to be drawn forward into a po-
sition sufficiently in advance of the seat to
enable a person to readily ascend to the lat-
ter, and when not nceded to be pushed back
to place beneath the seat,

.The drawings accompanying this specifica-
tion represent, in Figure 1, an isometric ele-
vation of a chair, embodying my improve-
ment, in its ordinary condition. Fig. 2 is a
like elevation, showing the chair as trans-
formed into a step-ladder.

In the said drawings, A represents the gen-
eral structure of the chair, which embodies
Iny imwprovement, and which, in. the present
instance, is designed for a library, the seat of
such chair being shown at B, its arms at C,
its back at D, its legs at a4 a a @, and the eross-
bars or “rounds” of the latter at b b b.

In carrying my improvement into practice,
I divide the back D of the chair horizontally,
as shown at ¢, and I hinge the upper part d,
which is movable, to the lower and station-
ary part e, by hinges 1 f, the line ¢ of division

being in a plane with the upper surfaces of
the arms O, in order that the latter may con- |

stitute a support or foundation for the pyer
step, which is obtained by turnin g the portion
or fly d down into a horizontal position upon
the arms.

E in the drawings represents a frame or
box, whose top may be npholstered or other-
wise covered to correspound with the seat of
the chair, or padded after the manner of foot-
stools or hassocks in general use, such frame
or box being disposed between the side legs
of the chair, and combined therewith in such
manner as to be readily drawn forward in
front of the seat B, or pushed rearward be.
neath the latter.

When the fiy d of the chair-back is erect,
and the lower step or stool E pushed inward,
a chair for ordinary uses is presented. If a
footstool is desired, the lower step K may be
drawn outward in front of the seat, and the
desired result accomplished. If a step-ladder
1S desired, the step K is drawn outward, as
Stated, and constitutes the lower one of the
series, while the seat B of the chair consti.
tutes the middle or secound step. The fly d is
now turned downward upon the arms ( C,
and provides the third or upper step.

A chair of the construction above deseribed
will be found convenient and valuable in ltbra-
ries and other apartments, for the reason that
1t may, while Interfering in no degree with an
ornamental effect, be readily converted into
au efficient and very steady step-ladder, and
thus avoid the labor and inconvenience 1nci-
dent to the use of the ordinary step-ladder.,

Having thus explained the nature and use
of my invention, I desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States the following:

A chair having a horizontally-divided back,
the upper part of which is binged to the lower,
and adapted to be turned down thereon to
form a horizontal support above the seat, and
a sliding or adjustable step beneath the seat,
capable of being adapted to the purposes of a
footstool or of a step, by the aid of which ac-
cess 18 had to the next step above.

SAMUEL J. HARRISON.
Witnesses:

WM. ALDEN,
M. BAILEY.
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