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To all whom it may concern: : | portion of the front of which the music-desk

Beit known that I, GEORGE W. NEILL, of
oston, of the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have made 2 new and useful

Invention having reference to Upright Piano- |

IFortes; and do hereby declare the same to be
fully deseribed in the tollowing specification
and represented in the accompanying draw-
ings, of which— |

Figures 1 and 2 are front elevations of a
plano-case provided with my invention, the
first of said figures showing the case as closed
and the other exhibiting it as open. Hig. 3is
a fransverse section of the piano-case as open,
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the folding
music desk or supporter.

In most if not all the upri ght pianos as here-
totore made the fall or key cover, when turned
up, has been used as a rest for supportin g the
sheet or book of music, such fall being eon-
structed conecave for such purpose. This has
been very objectionable, for varions reasons,
particularly in it not affording the requisite
support, to prevent the sheet of music from
crippling or dropping down in a curved form.

In carrying out my lnvention, or that part
thereof which has particular reference to the
music desk or supporter, I make such desk to
close into a recess in the front, or to constitute
part of the front of the piano-case, and I con-
struct such musie-supporter in two portions,
plates, or boards hinged together and provided
with one or two arms or strats fixed to the
lower portion, the said supporter being at or
near 1ts upper edge, pivoted to the next ad-
Jacent vertical part or parts of the front.

I also compose the ¢ key fall” or cover of
two parts hinged together, one, as shown, be-
Ing quadrantal and recessed in transverse sec-
tion, and the other concavo-convex in such
section, such cover being pivoted at its two op-
posite lower corners to the case. The quad-
rantal part I usually provide with a lip or
flange, arranged with aud extended from it in |
manuer as represented in the drawings, such
lip being to serve as a stop to arrest the cover
when thrown open or back. Furthermore, I
make the case with a chamber to receive such
cover, and with a shelf over such chamber,
such shelf terminating in rear against the |

constitutes a part. _'

~ 1The shelf suffices for the support of sheet-
music, books, lamps, or other articles, and to
enable the music-supporter to be brought for-
ward into an inelined position withont coming
directly over the keys.

In the drawings, the music desk or supporter
is shown at A, as arranged within that portion
of the front of the piano-case B, which is above
the keys C and their cap or shelf D.

Fig. 5 is an elevation, and Fig. 6 a trans-
verse section, of the front board or frame « in
which the desk is arranged, and to which it is
hinged, such front board or frame being con-
stracted with an opening, niche, or recess, /s
to receive the desk in order for its anterior
face to be flush or even with the front surfaces
of those parts of the frame which are on its
flanks. The front board a, as well as the
larger Dboard b of the music-desk, I usually
perforate ornamentally, and subsequently line
them with silk. This desk, arranged as shown,
is composed of one wide board, b, and one
narrow one, ¢, the two being hinged together
at d d. Thereis extended back from the lesser
board one or two arms or struts, ee. At its
apper edge the board 0’ is hinged to the front
of the case. When thrown out for supporting
a book or sheet of musie, the desk has its
lower board ¢ turned at a right angle with the
larger one, I/, thestrut or struts resting against
the lower part of the recess or niche £~ The
key fall or cover is shown at F as composed
of the quadrantal part or pivotal name-board
g and the concavo-convex part &, the said part
g being recessed or hollowed on its arcal side
to recelve the part h when the latter is folded
back upon such part g. Thetwo parts ¢k are
hinged together, and the part ¢ has a lip or
flange, 4, extended from it,in manner as shown.
This flange, when the cover is turned back,
brings up against the front edge of the shelf
D. This shelf constitutes the cap of the cham-

i ber or space %, into which the cover F is re-

ceived when turned back so as to bring its
name-surface vertical.

From the above it will be seen that I have
pivoted the name-board to the case, and pro-
vided sach name-board with an extension, i,



wlneh when the name-board is turned down
over or into parallelism with the kevs, 18
brought into a position to fill the opening or

“mouth of the chamber, into which the com-

pound fall is recewed when turned back.
Furthermore, that I have added to the name-
boad prowded with such extension, the curved
part h, to effect the complete covering of the
keys when the name-board is turned down.

I claim as my invention as follows: |

1. The compound key fall or cover F, sub-
stantially as described, consisting ot the quad
rantal and recessed portwn g,and the concavo-
convex portion h,arranged and hinged togeth-

er, and applied to the case essentially as set.

forth.

2. The music-desk A, substantially as de-
- seribed, composed of the two boards or plates,
v ¢, and one or more arms oOT struts, € ¢, ar-
ranged and applied as set forth.

3. The music-desk A, hinged aft 1133 upper
part to the front of the case, in combination

with the said front, provided ‘with an opening |
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I or niche to receive the said desk in manuer

substantially as specified.
4, The combination of the shelf D Wlth the
music-desk A, as described, hinged at its up-

per part to the front of the ccmse, and with the

said front provided with an opening or niche

for reception of said desk, as set forth.

5. The combination of the shelf D with the

‘music-desk A, as deseribed, and the compound

fall F and its (,ha,mbel k, all arranged with the

keys as set forth. |
6. The compound fall F, composed of the two

parts g &, apphed as descrlbed and the lip or

flange %, extended from the quadra,ntal por-

tion, all being as set forth. ,
7. The name-board, pivoted to the case, and

‘provided with the extension m and the lip or

flange 4, all as set forth.
GEO. W. NEILL.
Wltnesses '
- R. H. EDDY
J. R. SNOW.
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