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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, JOEN T. GATHRIGHT
and JAMES C. WATSON, of Louisville, in the
county of Jefferson and State of Kentueky,
have invented a new and Improved Riding-
Saddle; and we do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side view; Iig. 2, a
top view; Fig. 3, the cantle, and Fig. 4 a
cross-section at the points a a.

The object of our invention is to form a
more perfect seat for the rider without adding
either weight or expense to the cost of fhe
saddle, by making the cantle of the tree and
the thigh-puffs on the skirts form a continu-
ous concave or hollow seat, extending well
down on the leg of the rider.

The-invention consists in the particular con-
struction and arrangement of a thigh-sapport,
extended from the raised edge of the cantle
and attached below to the skirf, as hereinaf-
ter more tully deseribed.

The cantle A is so consfructed that where
it joins the bars b b, as shown by the lines §'
b2 bt b2, it forms a curve or hollow on each
side, fitting the shape of the rider, the points
of the cantle a’ &/ being left much higher, as
shown in Fig. 4, than the ordinary tree. The
skirt D is put on in the usnal way, by either
nailing to the top or bottom of the bars b b,
and the back leather piece covering the back
of the cantle is cut larger than tbe cantle, as
shown at E, tapering to a point at ¢/. After
being closely fitted to the cantle behind it is
curved around, and the point ¢/ brought to the
edge of the skirt D, the piece E being securely
fastened to the skirt D at the curve-line ¢’ b',
and it also forms a coutinuation of the outer
rim or edge of the cantle, as shown by the
curve-line ¢ ¢/, Figs. 1 and 2, thereby torm-
ing with its upper surface a hollow support

i for the leg of the rider.

The piece E, after be-
ing secured to the cantle and skirt D, is thick-
ened up from the end of the cantle, as shown
by the line a’ !, to the point ¢, to make 1t
more substantial, but not enough to make it
rigid, but is left flexible, to allow free use ot
the skirt D in fastening or untastening the
saddle on the horse. The seat of the saddle
is made in the usual way, but made to extend
down over the piece E, and is well secured to
it ard the skirt D, thereby preventing a break
or unevenness at a’ b'; or the seat may ex-
tend no farther than a/ 0!, and the piece K be
left self-supporting at the end of the cantle af
bl. It is only necessary to use one¢ or two
thicknesses of skirting-leather or sole-leather
to make the piece E trom the line a’ b' to ¢
sufficiently stout, and does not require the
asual stuffing with hair, as ordinary thigh-
puils do. |

We are aware that saddles have been made
with what are called ““thigh-puffs,” which are
constructed in various ways, and upon any of
the ordinary kind of men’s saddles, and that
a, prolonged cantle has been formed by mold-
ing the leather and stuffing it atter the man-
ner of the thigh-puffs; but these were not con-
structed like the thigh-support 15, nor did they
afford the desired support, and we therefore
disclaiu the same.

It is obvious that the thigh-support, as here-
inbefore described, can be applied to any form
of tree or saddle.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new 1s—

The combination, with the skirt and cantle
of a saddle, of the thigh-support E, extended
from the cantle and attached to the skirt,
substantially as and for the purpose described.

JOHN 1. GATHRIGH'.
JAMES C. WATSON.
Witnesses:
A. J. PULLIAM,
J. B. DUNLAP.
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