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—

To all whom &t may concern:

Be it known that we, LAWRENCE MOONEY
and DANIEL W. YOUNG, of Allegheny city,
in the county of Allegheny and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shirt-Boards; and we do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use it, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 1s a top view. FKig. 2 is a bottom
view. Ifig. 3 is. a transverse vertical section.
Fig. 4 is a side elevation, with broken section.

This invention relates to the construction
of polishing and ironing boards for shirts and

other articles ; and consists, chiefly, in the fol-

lowing points: First, construeting a polish-
ing-board with a curved working-surface; sec-
ondly, covering it with a polished or smooth
metallic sheet; and, thirdly, the specific con-

struction of the clamp to operate with either. |

We construct the polishing-board with its
surface curved either transversely, longitudi-
nally, or both—«. e., convex; but we prefer it

curved only transversely. The object in this |
is to effect economy of tools, for the plain flat .

polishing-surfaces now used require a flat iron
for smoothing and a convex iron for polishing.
These convex irons are not in every house,

and besides require skill in their manipula-

tion. We do away wich them by our con-
struction, so that the polishing may be done
with the ordinary flat-iron. The curved board
takes the place and performs the functions of

a convex iron in presenting but a small sur- |

face of the article at a time to the polishing
action; but when transversely curved it has
the advantage of giving greater uniformity to
the polish.

‘When the board is made of wood or other

material not fit for a polishing-surtace, we:

cover its curved face with a sheet of polished
metal. This gives a cheap article and a light
one, which can be easily handled. The main
object, however, is to provide a surface which
will give the highest possible polish to the

articles laundried. The high polish that may

be given to metal malkes this practicable, and

| assists and facilitates the operation to a con-

siderable degree. In addition to these advan-
tages, the metal, being a good conductor, ab-
stracts heat from the iron and diffuses 1t over
the under side of the article on the board, thus
causing it to dry more quickly, and, of course,
making 1t more easy to be polished. For
those who already possess the convex irons
the curve may be dispensed with, and still a
superior surface is presented. We next apply
to the back of the board (which must be
smoeoth and regular) a covering of cotton-bat-
ting and muslin, or other suitable material,
s0 as to adapt 1t to use as an ordinary ironing-
board for shirts, collars, &c. Thus construct-
ed, a single cheap substitute 1s obtained for

~what now requires two different apparatus—

one for ironing and one for polishing.

Our clamping device is placed in the under
or ironing side of the board. It is simply a
transverse slot in the board, whose cross-sec-
tion is a trapezoid, as in Fig. 4, and 1n which
is fitted loosely a strip of corresponding shape,
both having the sloping side next the foot of
the board. The strip is hinged, as shown, so
that it opens toward the head of the board.
To use it, when the shirt is on the polishing-
surface the tail is drawn down over the end,
tucked in under the strip, which is then closed
uapon it. This action does not tear or strain
the bosom, as is evident from inspection. To
clamp while on the ironing side the operation
is similar, only the shirt is not drawn over the
foot of the board, but is clamped on the same
side.

Referring to the drawings, A 1s the board;
@, the curved surface, covered with sheet
metal, for polishing. b is the covering of cot-
ton-batting and muslin, or other material, on
the reverse side, for ironing purposes. ¢ 18
the transverse slot for the clamping-strip d,
which is hinged, as shown.

Thus constructed, we have a useful imple-
ment in the polisher, eheapened and rendered
more useful still by the addition of an ironing-
surface, and both can be used with the ordi-
nary flat-iron; and when it is taken into con-
sideration that every housewife has a number
of flat-irons, while few have polishing-irons,
and that it is impossible to properly polish

L

the metal, being thin and elastic, by its spring | with two flat surfaces, it at once becomes ap-
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parent that a great advantage arises in hav-
ing an article with which the polishing can
easily be done without going to the expense
of extra irons which can be used only for the
purpose of polishing. |

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is— l
1. The improved polishing-board A, having
its working-surface convex laterally or in |
transverse section, substantially as deseribed.

2. A laundry polishing-board, of wood or
other material, having a polished sheet-metal
surface, as an article of manufacture.
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3. The combination, with the shirt-board A,
having a transverse beveled recess, ¢, in its
under surface, of the correspondingly-beveled
clamping-strip d, hinged at its inner edge to
the under side of the board, and fitting said
recess, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
we have hereunto set our hands this 5th day
of January, 1876,

LAWRENCE MOONEY.
DANIEL W. YOUNG.
Witnesses:
T. F. MCOLINTOOK,
TaOMAS T. SPRU.
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