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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER T. MARTIN,
of Danvers, in the State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Improved Shoe, of which
the following is a specification:

The invention consists in inserting an elas-
tic gore at the bottom of a side opening of a
buttoned boot or shoe, to increase the open-
ing capacity of the boot or shoe for the pur-
pose of putting it on or taking it off without
leaving at the bottom near the shank, when
the boot or shoe is on the foot, an open seam
or a seam closed merely by buttons, the ob-
Ject being to dispense with the ordinary
vamp while securing a neat and yet easy fit
over the instep, and permitting the line of-
buttons to extend from the top of the shoe to
the shank in nearly a straight line, all as
hereinafter described and illastrated in the
drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a buttoned
boot made according to my invention, closed
or buttoned up. Fig. 2 is the same boot un-
buttoned and open.

In the figures, A is the elastic gore at the
bottom of the opening. The opening is at the
side, and extends from the top substantially
to the shank, taking a slant along the shank

for the insertion of the elastic gore, as shown., |

| The gore prevents the ripping of the boot at

the bottom of the opening when pulled open
for putting it on or taking it off.

The invention is of particular value in
buttoned boots. Heretofore it has been found
necessary in order to have a sightly boot to
make 1t with a vamp when it has been fast-
ened with buttons, the openings for the but-
tons coming down the side from the top for
some distance, and then taking a turn at
nearly right angles along the top of the foot
and terminating at the vamp.

Byinserting the elastic gorealong theshank,
as shown, 1 can extend the opening straight
down to the shank, and do away with the
vamp, making what is called in the trade a
‘““ oypsy” boot.

I claim—

A gypsy boot or shoe without a vamp, fast-
ened by a straight row of buttons at the side,
extending from the top of the shoe to the
shank, and provided with an elastic gore, A,
inserted at the bottom of the opening, all in
the manner specified and shown.

WALTER T. MARTIN.
Witnesses:
GEOo. B. MARTIN,
SAM. W, BATES.
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