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To all whom it may concern : |

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. ROTH of
the county of Madison and State of Iowa,
have invented a new and Improved Hitching-
Post; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the . ac-
companying drawing, forming a pert of this
specification, 1n whloh—- - |

Figure 1 1s a verfical section of - the inven-
tion. Tig. 2 is an inverted plan of the same
with the base-plate removed, and also partly
In section.

The object of my invention is the oonstruo
tion of a hitching-post in which-the part for
- the attachment of fhe halter.is retained con-
cealed In a case by means of a lock and key,
~and therefore not accessible to persons untur-
nished with the latter.

"~ The invention consists of a bell- sh&ped me-
tallic case, in which a vertical slotted bar, sur-
rounded '113 its lower end with a spiral spring,
1s retalned by a spring-catch bar, the latter: be
ing released by Ineans ot a key of usual con-
struction, | |
~In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the bell-shaped metallic case, fastened to
the ground by the bolts @ a. B 1s a base-piece,
fitting within the mouth of the bell-shaped
case, and serving to supporf the spiral spring
b, which surrounds the lower end of the verti-

cal hitehing-bar U, the upper end of which 18 |

slotted and provided with a hemispherical |
head, which rests on the upper surface of the
,oese, the ber pa,ssmg thence downward

through an opening in the summit of the case.
D is the catch-bar, resting in the supports d d,
which arise from the base-piece B, and sur-
rounded by the spiral spring d’. Said bar 1s
pointed at its inner end fo fit into a notch on
the vertical bar C when the latter is at its
lowest position within the case. The bar D
is driven back by means of a key, H, con-
structed so as to press on -the upwerdly -In-
clined face of said bar as it' is turned 1n the
hole ¢ in the side of the case provided for its
insertion. The lower end of the bar C pro-
jects through the base-piece B, and.1s pro-
vided with a nut to retain it within the case.
To provide for the necessary vertical motion of
said bar and attached nut, the center of the
base - plece 1s made thlok and the opening
through it widened below the mne1 surface of
the base-plate. !

"Having thus described my mventlon what
I claim as new i1s—

1. A hifching - post composed of a hitch-

fi

| ing-bar retemed within a surrounding case,

and released by means of a key, substentlelly |
as shown and deseribed. |

2. In a hitching-post, the combination of
the hitehing-bar O, looking-ber D, spring d’,
and case A, constructed and arranged .sub-
stantially as shown and deseribed, for the pur-
pose specified.

OHARLES F. ROTH.
Signed in presence of—

A. W. WILKINSON,
0 L. WILSON.
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