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To all whom it may concern: I
- Be it known that I, MORRIS LANCASTER, of
Richmond, in the county of Wayne and State |

| gaged by coming in contact’ with the curved

upper part of the recess B,
The operation of my invention is as follows:

of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in School - Desks, of
which the following is a specification: |
~ This invention relates to certain improve-

- ments 1n that class of school-desks provided
- with a folding lid, which can be dropped out

- of the way when desired, and lifted into po-

sition when required for use; and my inven-.

tion consists in the combination, with the fold-
ing lid, of a stop for holding the lid in position

~ for use, said stop being operated automatical-
~ ly to fasten or release the lid by
- ment of the lid, as more fully hereinafter set
-~ forth. - -

In the drawing, Figure 1 represents an end

elevation of my improved desk, and Fig. 2 a
sectional view of the same, showing the stop
by which the lid is supported.

The letter A represents the standards or
end pieces of the desk, which is provided with
~a book chest or receptacle, B, which is se-

curely closed by the folding lid C, when the
same 18 not in use. The lid C is secured, as

usual, to the arms D D, which are pivoted to

the standards A of the desk. Xither or both
of said standards at the top is provided on its
Inner side near the top with a recess, B, in
which ‘the pivoted end of the supporting-arm
D turns, and to said pivoted portion of the
arm 1s pivoted or otherwise loosely attached
a dog or pawl, I, which serves as a stop for
the lid. The said pawl sets in the recess E,
which is provided with a lip, H, in front, and
a shoulder, G, on its lower side, the upper
side being curved or inclined, for the purpose
to be hereinafter set forth. The dog or pawl
F is pivoted in a recess, I, in the arm D, said
arm being provided with a spring or short
arm, n, which projects over one side of said
recess I, and serves to catch and hold the
pawl when the desk-lid is fully elevated, until

sald lid is dropped, when the pawl is disen- |

the move-

When the lid is in position for use the end
of the pawl F rests against the shoulder G
and supports the lid. To release the pawl
the lid 1s elevated until the end of the pawlis
brought upon the lip H, which elevates said
pawl until it is caught and held by the spring:

| or short arm =. The lid is.then lowered,

which brings the end of the pawl or dog into
contact with the upper curved side of the re-
cess M, releasing it from the spring and allow-
Ing it to fall into position to again engage the

shoulder G when the lid is elevated to posi-

tion for use. |

I do not claim a desk-lid adapted to be held

:up by a pawl attached to the standards of the
desk, and registering automatically with a
‘stop on the lid, as such is shown and de-

seribed in an application for Letters Patent
filed by me on the 15th day of June, 1876.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |

1. The pawl or dog, secured to the swing-
ing lid, and adapted to engage with, or be dis-
engaged from, the stop with which it registers
automatically by the movement of the lid up-
on its hinge or pivot, substantially as de-
seribed. - o

2. The pawl or dog, pivoted to the support-
Ing-arm or other portion of the desk-lid, and
in combination with the spring or short arm
n, the lip G, shoulder H, and curved portion
of the recess E, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand in the presence of
the subscribing witnesses, |

- MORRIS LANCASTER.
Witnesses:
MORRIS P. WRIGHT,
L. LANCASTER. |
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