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UNITED STATES

RICHARD B. H. LEIGHTON, OF JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN CANNONS.
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 18E,081, dated August 15, 1876; application filed
| April 25, 1876. '
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TLo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RicaArp B. H. LEIGH-
TON, ol Jersey City, Hudson county, and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and Improved Cannon, of which the follow-
11g 18 a specification :

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a top view of my improved cannon, showing
the door opeén to receive the cartridge. IMig,
2 1s a side view of the same ; and Fig. 3 is a
cross-section of the same, taken through the
line X' X, Fig. 1,

Lhe object of this invention is to farnish a

~canucen whiceh shall be so constructed as to
scatter the shot in

be more effective in use.
My mvention consists in a cannon PTO-
Vided with a wide, flaring, and shallow bore:

] . ] ] ,
Hia cannon formed of the top and bottom

blates, the side pieces, and the breech-piece ;
riveted to each other; in the combination of
the door, the pins, {ing - bar, and

the conne
the button with the carriage; in the transverse
groove tormed in the bottom plate of the can-
o1l to receive the gnide-rib of the cartridge ;
In the rabbet, formed in the breech-piece of
the Gannon to reeeive the rib of the cartridge
containing the fulininate; and in the wide and
shallow flaring cartridge, made with a guide-
rib upon its lower side, and a rib to contain
the fulminate upon its rear end, as hereinat-
ter fully deseribed.
In the decompanying drawing, A is the top
DPlate, and B the bottom plate, of the cannoun,
which are made wider at their forward ends,
and between the side ed ges and the rear edees
of which are placed the side pieces G and the
rear end piece ¢!, The five pieces A B (O C
¢’ are sceured to each other Dy rivets D.
_ In the rear part of one of the side pieces G
1s formed a door, B, for putting in the car-
tridge, when fixed ammunition 1S used.

When loose ammunition is used, the can-

nou will be loaded from the muzzle.

The door B is secured ip blace, when closed,
by three pins, I, which pass down through
holes in the top and bottom plates A B, and
the upper ends of which arce counected by a
bar, I, so that they may move together.

The pius I are held in place, when pushed
dm\_«'n, by a button, G, pivoted to the top plate
A, in such a position that it may be turned
over the bar . The pins I may be provided
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a horizontal line, so as to

‘H, made with a guide-vib upon its lower

with springs to raise them out of the door E,
when the button G is turned back.

In the inner side of the bottom plate B is
formed a transverse groove to receive a rib
formed upon the lower side of the shell of the
cartridge H, to keep the cartridge square when
putting it in, and also to prevent the cartridge-
shell from being blown out when the cannon
Is discharged. The upper inner corner of the
breech-piece ¢’ is rabbeted, to receive the rib
formed upon the rear end of the cartridge H,
and which contains the fulminate.

Lhe cannon is discharged through the touch-
hole ¢/, formed through the upper plate A. |

Round or square grape or chain shot may
be used, as desired. With this construction
the wide, shallow, flaring bore will scatter the
shot in a horizontal line, so that it will do

‘much Dbetter execution than when a bore of

the usual form is used. |

Having thus described my invention, what
L claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is |

1. A cannou provided with a wide bore, made
rectangular in cross - section, and flaring to-
ward the front end to scatter the shot, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. A cannon formed of the top and bottom
plates A B, the side pieces C C, and the breech-
plece o, riveted to each other, substantially
as herein shown and deseribed. '

3. The combination of the door I3, the pins
I, the conuecting-bar F, and the button G
with the cannon A B C C ¢/, substantially as

| herein shown and deseribed.

4. The bottom plate B of the cannoun, pPro-
vided with a transverse groove to receive the
guide of the cartridge, substantially as herein
shown .and deseribed. :

5. The breech-piece ¢/ of the cannon, hav-
ing a rabbet to receive the rib of the cartridge
containing the fulminate, substantially ashere-

in shown and deseribed.,

_6. The wide and shallow flaring carvtridge
side,

and a rib to contain the fulminate upon its

- rear end, substantially as herein shown and

described. |
RICHARD B. H. LEIGHTON.

Witnesses:
JAMES T, GRAHAM,
Tu’ B- MOSHERI
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