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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT J. POTTER, OF OMAHA, NEBRASKA.

IMPROVEMENT IN NUT-LOCKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Paftent No.

180,922, dated August 8, 1876; application filed

September 20, 1875.

To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, A. J. POTTER, of Omaha,
in the county of Dougla,s and State of Ne-
braska, have invented certain new and useful
Imprm ements in Nut-Locks; and I do hereby
declare that the following isafall , clear, and ex-
~ act description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying dmwiugs, and to the letters
of reference marked thereon, which form part
of this specification,

The invention relates to the construction of
a staple and provision of elongated coincident
slots in the fish-plate and nut-locking plate of
a rail-joint, by which said staple is adapted to
be inserted, in and 'removed from, the slots,
and to hold sald - plates locked togethel as
hereinafter described..

Figure 1s-a side e_le\;ra,tlon of a railroad-joint
embodying my invention. Figs. 2 and 3 are
cross-sections of the saine,taken, respectively,
through the lines « # and y v, IFFig. 1. Figs.4
~and b are perspective views of the nut-loeking
devices.

A A represent the ends of two adjoining
railioad-rails with a fish-bar or fish-plate, B,
oh each side. CQCare thebolts passing tllrough

sald parts, and D D are the nuts secured on
the ends of the bolts. When the nuts D D
are screwed up in place a slotted plate, X, 1s
placed over the same, as shown 1n Fig. 1, the
slot or slots in said plate being oblong, and of
a size to allow one or more nuts to pass
through the same. In the drawing I have
shown the slots @ a large enough tor the pas-
sage of two nuts through each. The plate E
has, further, a narrow slot, b, at each end, and
a corrGSpoudmg slot, ¥/, is made in the fish-
plate B under said plate G is the fastening,
made in the form of a staple, having one arm,

I d’, made shorter than the other arm d. The
short arm d’ 1s passed horizontally through
the slots b 0’, and the staple then turned, so
that the arms extend vertically downward,

. Whereby the plate I is held in place, thereby
locking the nuts. To allow the inner arm d’ of
the btap]e G to pass down between the rail and
fish-bar, eitherof the same may be made slight-
ly cmlcawe, or have a recess formed therein for
that purpose.

The staples  can be readily removed to
take off the plate E, and thus allow the nuts
D to be unscrewed when so desired.

1 do not claim a locking-plate having slots
which fit closely over the nuts combined with
a beaded bolt, which is passed through the
fish - plate and locking-plate, and having its
outer end bent downward, as 1 am aware that
such 1s known.

Having thus fally described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

The combination of the detachable )-shaped
staple ( with the fish-plate B and nut-locking
plate B, having coincident slots, all constructed

| and arranged as shown and described, where-
by said staple is adapted to be inserted through
and withdrawn from the slots, and to main-
tain a vertical position by the operation of
gravity, and thus hold the parts B K connect-
ed, as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

| ALBERT J. POTTER

Witnesses:
JOHN R. BURGESS,
FRANK BUXTON.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

